






































Resource Consent 

RC OCTOBER 2019 (REVISION 16) A12929331292933 

FILE: 41633 
 (01 and 02) 

New 
 

Document Date: 04.03.2020 
 

 
 

Pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991, the Northland Regional Council 
(hereinafter called “the council”) does hereby grant a Resource Consent to: 

 
WHANGAREI DISTRICT COUNCIL,  PARKS DIVISION, PRIVATE BAG 9023, WHANGAREI MAIL CENTRE, 
WHANGAREI 0148 
 
To undertake the following activities associated with the maintenance of public parks and sports fields within 
various sites in the Whangarei District: 
 
Note: All location co-ordinates in this document refer to Geodetic Datum 2000, New Zealand Transverse 

Mercator Projection. 
 
AUT.041633.01.01 Discharge tertiary treated wastewater to land. 

AUT.041633.02.01 Discharge contaminants (odour) to air. 
 
Subject to the following conditions: 
 
1 These consents only authorise the use of treated wastewater for the irrigation of garden beds, trees 

and sports fields. 
 

2 The activities authorised be these consents shall be undertaken in accordance with the attached 
document entitled: “Proposed methodology for emergency use of treated wastewater from the 
Whangarei Waste Water Treatment Plant”, dated February 4 2020. However, if there are any 
differences or apparent conflict between this document and any conditions of this consent, then the 
conditions of consent shall prevail. 
 

3 The Consent Holder shall advise the Northland Regional Council’s assigned monitoring officer in 
writing of the proposed date that these consents will be exercised for the first time each year at least 
24 hours beforehand. 

 
4 As part of written notification required by Condition 3, the Consent Holder shall provide a 

Wastewater Irrigation Management Plan to the Northland Regional Council’s Compliance Manager.  
The plan shall include, but not be limited to, details of: 

 
(a) The proposed irrigation schedule including proposed dates and locations; and 

(b) Staff responsibilities for managing the application of wastewater to land; and 

(c) A map of each irrigation area including exclusion zones required by Condition 10; and 

(d) The operational irrigation management processes and procedures to be used to meet the 
requirements of this consent, including monitoring; and 

(e) Procedures on record keeping and reporting non-compliance; and 

(f) Procedures to prevent the emission of objectionable odours. 
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5 These consents shall only be exercised during periods when water restrictions are implemented by 
Whangarei District Council. 
 

6 As a minimum, all wastewater shall receive tertiary (UV) treatment and additional chlorination to 
provide additional treatment prior to it being used for irrigation purposes.  
 

7 The concentration of faecal coliforms in the treated wastewater, as measured in any sample 
collected prior to it being used for irrigation purposes, shall not exceed 1000 cfu per 100 millilitres. 

 
8 The irrigation of sports fields with treated wastewater shall only occur on closed sports fields for the 

purpose of re-establishing vegetation on the fields.  
 
9 The public shall be restricted from sports fields during irrigation activities authorised by these 

consents and the fields shall remain closed until the surface of the irrigated area is dry.  As a 
minimum, prominent signage shall be placed prior to the commencement of irrigation.   

 
10 No treated wastewater shall be discharged to sports fields within: 
 

(a) 20 metres of any property boundary (not owned by the Consent Holder); or 

(b) 15 metres of the coastal marine area; or 

(c) 15 metres of a river, lake, stream, pond or natural wetland; or  

(d) 5 metres of any identified stormwater flow paths. 
 
11 Garden beds and trees shall be only be irrigated with treated wastewater using a hose with a trigger 

nozzle.   The hose shall not be left unattended during irrigation. 
 

12 Treated wastewater shall not be discharged to land during rain events or when the soils within the 
irrigation areas are saturated. 

 
13 There shall be no ponding of treated wastewater within, or surface runoff of any contaminants from 

the irrigated areas as a result of the exercise of these consents. 
 

14 The exercise of these consents shall not result in the discharge of treated wastewater into any 
watercourse, including any identified overland flow path.  

 
15 The irrigation systems and components shall be maintained in good working order so that they work 

effectively at all times.  
 

16 The Consent Holder’s operations shall not give rise to any contaminants including spray drift from 
irrigation of treated wastewater beyond the Consent Holder’s property boundaries that are deemed 
by a monitoring officer of the Northland Regional Council to be noxious, dangerous, offensive or 
objectionable. 

 
17 These consents shall be monitored in accordance with Schedule 1 attached. 

 
18 A copy of the records required in accordance with Schedule 1 shall be forwarded each month to the 

Northland Regional Council’s assigned monitoring officer by the 15th of the following month.  In 
addition, a copy of this record shall be forwarded immediately to the Northland Regional Council’s 
assigned monitoring officer on written request.  The records shall be in an electronic format that has 
been agreed to by the Northland Regional Council. 
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19 The Consent Holder shall notify the Northland Regional Council’s Compliance Manager in writing of 
any proposed change(s) to the operation or processes that may change the nature or quantity of 
contaminants discharged at least 72 hours prior to the proposed change(s) occurring. 
 
Advice Note: If the proposed alteration may result in adverse effects that are greater than those 

authorised by this consent, or the change is outside the scope of what was applied 
for, then either a change to the conditions of this consent under Section 127 of the 
Resource Management Act, or a new consent would need to be obtained. 

 
20 The Consent Holder shall maintain records of all complaints relating to the exercise of these consents 

received by the Consent Holder as detailed below: 
 

(a) The name and address of the complainant, if provided; 

(b) The date and time the complaint is received; 

(c) The duration of the alleged event that gave rise to the complaint; 

(d) The location from which the complaint arose, if provided by the complainant; 

(e) The weather conditions prevailing at the time; 

(f) Any events in the management of any processes that may have given rise to the complaint; 

(g) In relation to (f), any actions taken by the Consent Holder to minimise any possible cause of 
the complaint. 

 
21 The Consent Holder shall on becoming aware of any discharge that is not authorised by these 

consents: 
 
(a) Immediately take such action, or execute such work as may be necessary, to stop and/or 

contain the discharge; and 

(b) Immediately notify the Northland Regional Council by telephone of the discharge; and 

(c) Take all reasonable steps to remedy or mitigate any adverse effects on the environment from 
the discharge; and 

(d) Report to the Northland Regional Council’s Compliance Manager in writing within one week 
on the cause of the discharge and the steps taken, or being taken, to effectively control or 
prevent the discharge from occurring again. 
 

For telephone notification during council opening hours the Northland Regional Council’s assigned 
monitoring officer for these consents shall be contacted.  If that person cannot be spoken to directly, 
or it is outside of council opening hours, then the Environmental Hotline shall be contacted. 
 
Advice Note: The Environmental Hotline is a 24 hour, seven day a week, service that is free to call 

on 0800 504 639. 
 

22 The Northland Regional Council may, in accordance with Section 128 of the Resource Management 
Act 1991, serve notice on the Consent Holder of its intention to review the conditions of these 
consents.  The review may be initiated at any time for any one or more of the following purposes: 

 
(a) To deal with any adverse effects on the environment that may arise from the exercise of these 

consents and which it is appropriate to deal with at a later stage; or 

(b) To address the results of monitoring associated with the discharges.  
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(c) To require the adoption of the best practicable option to remove or reduce any adverse effect 
on the environment. 
 

The Consent Holder shall meet all reasonable costs of any such review. 
 
 
EXPIRY DATE:  28 FEBRUARY 2023 
 
 
These consents are granted this Fourth day of March 2020 under delegated authority from the council by: 
 
 
 
 Paul Maxwell 

Coastal & Works Consents Manager  
 

 
  



 

RC OCTOBER 2019 (REVISION 16) A12929331292933 

SCHEDULE 1 

MONITORING PROGRAMME: 

The Consent Holder (or its authorised agent) shall monitor these consents in accordance with the following 
monitoring programme. 
 
1. DAILY IRRIGATION RECORDS 

 
For each irrigation period, daily records shall be kept of the following: 
 
(a) The total volume of wastewater discharged each day. 

(b) The areas and location of irrigation. 

(c) The estimated volume of wastewater irrigated to each area. 

 
2. WASTEWATER QUALITY MONITORING 
 
 In order to determine compliance with Condition 7, a sample of treated wastewater shall be taken 

from each tanker load following chlorination.  The samples will be monitored for the following 
parameter: 

 
 Faecal Coliforms 

 
3. SAMPLE COLLECTION, SAMPLE CONTAINERS AND TRANSPORT, AND 

ANALYTICAL METHODS 
 
All samples shall be collected using standard procedures and in appropriate laboratory supplied 
containers. 
 
All samples collected as part of this monitoring programme shall be transported in accordance with 
standard procedures and under chain of custody to the laboratory. 
 
All samples collected shall be analysed at a laboratory with registered quality assurance procedures#, 
and all analyses shall be undertaken using standard methods, where applicable. 
 
Registered Quality Assurance Procedures are procedures which ensure that the laboratory meets 
recognised management practices as would include registrations such as ISO 9000, ISO Guide 25, 
Ministry of Health Accreditation, IANZ. 
 

4. REPORTING 
 
All results obtained by the monitoring programme shall be forwarded to the Northland Regional 
Council’s assigned monitoring officer monthly as required by Condition 18.  The records shall be in 
an electronic format that has been agreed to by the Northland Regional Council. 
 
However, any monitoring results which are non-compliant with a condition of this consent shall be 
provided to the council within 24 hours of receipt of the results by the Consent Holder.
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