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 Whangarei District Council 

 PO Box 9023 

Whangarei 0148 

  

    

  

Attention: Whangarei District Council’s Consents Department 

 

9 May 2022 

 

Dear Hearing Commissioner, 

Fire and Emergency New Zealand – letter to be tabled at SL2100046 Hurupaki Holdings Hearing 

Fire and Emergency New Zealand (Fire and Emergency) made a submission on Hurupaki Holding’s publicly 

notified resource consent application for a 76 lot subdivision and cafe located at 131 – 189 Three Mile Bush 

Road. Following discussion between Fire and Emergency and the applicant, an agreement has been 

reached involving the applicant incorporating within their proposal Fire and Emergency's requested 

additional fire hydrants and conditions of consent relating to firefighting water supply and access. Based on 

this agreement, Fire and Emergency no longer wish to be heard in support of their submission. 

Accordingly, if the Commissioners are minded to grant consent to the applicant, Fire and Emergency seeks 

that the additional fire hydrants and consent conditions in regard to firefighting water supply and access 

detailed in the attached applicant’s report (Firefighting Summary Report, March 2022) be imposed on the 

consent as part of the decision.  

Should you have any queries or seek clarification on the above, please contact me on the details below.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Nola Smart – Authorised on behalf of Fire and Emergency 

 
on behalf of 

Beca Limited 

Phone Number: +6493009278 
Email: Nola.Smart@beca.com 

mailto:Nola.Smart@beca.com
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1 INTRODUCTION

This supplementary report provides additional information with regards to the fire fighting flows to service the 

subdivision development at 131/189 Three Mile bush Road. The Whangarei District Council has plans in the next 

two years to upgrade its water reservoir, which will fit into the developments program, however the NZ fire service 

is concerned that should this not occur within the developments timeframe there maybe insufficient flow available 

at some of the more elevated hydrants and have suggested that an additional temporary solution be provided in the 

form of an additional tank water supply, until such a time as the flows in the council water main increases above the 
minimum requirements of SNZ/PAS4509:2008.  The following outlines the steps that will be implemented including 

a consent condition that enables the development to occur and addresses the concerns raised by the Fire service 

in the resource consent submissions. This will allow the development to proceed without being tied into the councils 

water reservoir upgrade timing.

The development is residential, requiring FW2 or higher flows for firefighting in accordance with SNZ/PAS 

4509:2008.

2 EXISTING WATER SUPPLY.

Figure 1 below shows the existing fire hydrants and testing that has been undertaken. 

Figure 1 Testing locations existing

Existing water
reservior

Fire hydrant
RL205
Flow 25.6l/s

Fire hydrant
RL198
Flow 22.3l/s
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The levels within the development are up to RL212 for the two most elevated lots at the rear being lots 62 and 63. It is
anticipated that the flows in the watermains and hydrants will be similar to those two undertaken in the flow testing attached
within this report as figure 2. The flow and pressure within those rear sections maybe less than desirable with static pressures
expected to be 200kPa and hydrant flow testing below 25l/s if two adjacent hydrants are tested. It is expected that the flow
from a single hydrant test would exceed the 12.5l/s flow rate.  Once the new more elevated council reservoir is constructed
(within 2 years is current plan) the system will have increased pressure and the flow problem will be mitigated.

Figure 2 Flow testing

Figure 3 Flow requirements
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3 TEMPORARY FIREFIGHTING SUPPLY PROPOSAL

Following discussions with Craig Bane, Advisor Risk Reduction, we propose a temporary solution, to be installed
until such time as the hydrant flow testing exceeds the minimum requirements. It is not expected as part of this
development that the pressure within the water main will ever drop below the minimum 100kPa requirement
during its normal operation including hydrant flow testing. Once the water mains are installed hydrant flow testing
will be undertaken, checking the systems flow rates. Should the hydrant testing not produce the required flow and
pressure results that are recommended under SNZ/PAS 4509:2008, then the following will be implemented by
way of a consent condition.

The consent condition would read as follows

Engineering and Services
a. The consent holder shall provide certification that the reticulated water supply to all lots will

achieve sufficient pressure/flow to comply with the firefighting water supply requirements of
SNZ/PAS4509:2008.

2. Prior to issue of a section 224 (c) certificate:

Engineering and Services
a. Where reticulated water supply cannot achieve compliance with firefighting water pressure/flow

requirements of SNZ/PAS4509:2008 in accordance with condition 1a. The consent holder shall
install an additional firefighting supply consisting of water tanks containing at least 50,000 litres
located within Lot 58 with suitable hydrant connections to an additional water supply to the
hydrants that will be installed.

b. The consent holder shall provide an easement in gross to the fire service provide on-going rights
to access the water.

Consent Notice
Pursuant to Section 221 of the Resource Management Act 1991, a consent notice must be prepared and be
registered on the Computer Freehold Register of Lots 58 at the consent holder’s expense, containing the
following conditions which are to be complied with on a continuing basis by the subdividing owner and
subsequent owners:

Appling to lot with water tanks

c. Any water tanks installed in accordance with condition 2a shall remain in place and be
maintained to comply with SNZ/PAS4509:2008 until such time as reticulated water supply can
achieve sufficient press pressure/flow requirements of SNZ/PAS4509:2008, FW2. The water
tanks shall only be removed once the consent holder has provided hydrant flow testing proving
that the firefighting water supply requirements of SNZ/PAS4509:2008, FW2 have been met. The
approval of the Council’s Water Services Manager or delegated representative shall be obtained
as part of this process.

d. No residential activity shall occur onsite until water tanks are removed in accordance with
condition 2c once the testing results are approved by Council’s Water Services Manager or
delegated representative.
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4 ADDITIONAL FIRE HYDRANTS

As part of the development the additional hydrants suggested will be installed at the northern end of the

development. These hydrants are shown in the following figure 4, and the complete watermain drawing attached as

an appendix.

Figure 4 Additional fire hydrants
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