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FORM 9  

APPLICATION FOR RESOURCE CONSENTS UNDER SECTION 88 OF THE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

ACT 1991 

To: Northland Regional Council 

Private Bag 9021, 

Whangarei 0110 

Whangarei District Council 

Private Bag 9023,  

Whangarei 0148 

1. Northport Ltd applies for the resource consents from the Northland Regional Council and 

Whangarei District Council1 necessary to authorise the expansion of the existing Northport 

berth length and associated operations area towards the east, including the following: 

Northland Regional Council 

Operative Regional Coastal Plan  

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for reclamation.  

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for capital dredging.  

▪ A coastal permit for a controlled activity for maintenance dredging. 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for deposition associated with the proposed 

roosting area (sandbar) (Marine 2 zone).   

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for dredging spoil disposal within the 

reclamation.  

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for alteration or extension of authorised 

structures (wharf) not otherwise a controlled activity under Rule 31.7.3(n), and the use of 

these structures for port activities. 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity to discharge stormwater from open cargo 

storage or handling areas, including wharves to the CMA via a stormwater treatment and 

disposal system. 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity to establish a tug berthing facility.  

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity to establish a fishing pontoon. 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity2 to discharge decanted water from the 

reclamation during construction. 

 

 
1 Together with any other incidental consents required to enable the proposal.  
2 Section 87B Resource Management Act 1991 (innominate). 
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]Operative Regional Water and Soil Plan 

▪ A land use consent for a discretionary activity for earthworks in the Riparian Management 

Zone. 

Proposed Regional Plan 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for reclamation. 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for capital dredging. 

▪ A coastal permit for a controlled activity for maintenance dredging. 

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for deposition associated with the proposed 

roosting area (sandbar).   

▪ A coastal permit for a discretionary activity for stormwater discharge from open cargo 

storage or handling areas including wharves to the CMA via a stormwater treatment and 

disposal system. 

▪ A coastal permit for a controlled activity for alteration to existing authorised wall structures 

and the use of the structures for port activities. 

▪ A coastal permit for a restricted discretionary activity to establish a g tug berthing facility. 

▪ A coastal permit for a restricted discretionary activity to establish a fishing pontoon. 

Whangarei District Council  

▪ A land use consent for a discretionary activity for port operations on the expanded port.3 

▪ A land use consent for a discretionary activity for port noise on the existing and expanded 

port. 

▪ A land use consent for an (innominate) discretionary activity for cranes up to 85m in height 

(when working)4 on the yet to be constructed Berth 4 to align with the crane height rules in 

the Port Zone (applicable to Berths 1-3) and on the proposed expansion area. 

▪ A land use consent for a discretionary activity for the construction of a building within 27m 

of MHWS in the Open Space Zone, being the relocated public toilet at the eastern end of the 

expanded port.  

▪ A land use consent for a discretionary activity for earthworks exceeding 500m³, earthworks 

within sand dunes, and indigenous (dune) vegetation clearance, within the ‘Coastal Area’ 

(port development and public access/reserve). 

Consequential variations to some of the conditions of the two existing WDC land use consents 

for port operations on the existing and consented port5 are sought under Section 127 of the 

RMA 1991.  These variations will take effect upon completion of the reclamation construction 

process or prior to port operations commencing on the expanded port. 

 
3 Section 87B Resource Management Act 1991 (innominate). 
4 No height limit is proposed for dormant cranes in line with the crane height rules for the Port Zone.  
5 TP96/316 (Berths 1 and 2), RC37846 (Berths 3 and 4). 
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Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Freshwater) Regulations 2020 

(NESFM) 

▪ Regulation 45 – Earthworks, and the diversion and discharge of water within a wetland 

associated with ‘specified infrastructure’ – discretionary activity.6   

2. The activity to which the application relates is as follows:  

The proposal is to expand the existing Northport operations area.  

Key components of the proposal are: 

▪ Reclamation of part of the Coastal Marine Area (CMA) to the immediate east of Northport, 

including associated deposition and discharge of decant water.  

▪ Capital and associated maintenance dredging.  

▪ Wharf structures on the northern (seaward) edge of the proposed reclamation. 

▪ Sheet piling and rock revetment structures on the eastern edge of the reclamation. 

▪ Treatment of operational stormwater via the existing pond-based stormwater system 

and/or proprietary systems, and subsequent discharge to the CMA. 

▪ Port related activities on the proposed reclamation and wharves, and on parts of the 

proposed development above MHWS. 

▪ Construction of additional beach roosting habitat to the west of Northport.  

▪ Construction of a public access from the existing car park at the end of Ralph Trimmer Drive 

(to be replaced) through to a proposed reserve and related amenities at the eastern edge of 

the proposed reclamation. 

▪ Construction of a tug berthing facility and fishing pontoon at the eastern edge of the 

proposed reclamation. 

The assessment of environmental effects is supported by extensive technical and scientific 

investigations.  

  

 
6 This consent is only required if the area within the expansion footprint qualifies as a wetland under the 

NESFM. Criteria for determining the presence and extent of coastal wetlands in New Zealand has not 

been developed.  While seagrass is considered to be a coastal wetland species, its ephemeral nature 

makes classifying any particular area in the coastal marine areas as a wetland based on its presence or 

absence, very problematic.  Northport’s ecologist has advised that it is more appropriate to class the 

habitat within the proposed reclamation as intertidal sandflat containing a small area of seagrass, in 

which case consent under the NESFM is not required.   
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3. The location of the proposed activities is: 

▪ Ralph Trimmer Drive, Marsden Point.    

4. The owner of the site is as follows: 

▪ The crown (seabed and existing reclamation) (Northport as lessee) 

▪ Northport (land adjoining existing reclamation) 

▪ WDC (esplanade reserve).     

5. There are no other activities to which this application relates.  

6. No other resource consents are needed for the proposed activities.  

7. An assessment of effects on the environment prepared in accordance with the Fourth 

Schedule of the RMA 1991 is attached.  

8. As assessment of the proposed activity against the matters in Part 2 of the RMA 1991 in 

included with the application.  

9. An assessment of the proposed activity against the various objectives, policies and rules 

of the relevant statutory planning documents is attached. 

10. The application includes information that shows the area proposed to be reclaimed, 

including its location, the position of all new boundaries. 

 

  

  

Brett Hood 

Planner/Director  
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