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Eden Edwardson

From: Melissa Mcgrath
Sent: Friday, 6 December 2019 9:37 AM
To: Eden Edwardson
Subject: FW: Marsden Data Centre

FYI 
 

From: Brett Hood <brett@reyburnandbryant.co.nz>  
Sent: Friday, 6 December 2019 8:46 AM 
To: 'Jon Styles (jon@stylesgroup.co.nz)' <jon@stylesgroup.co.nz> 
Cc: Melissa Mcgrath <Melissa.McGrath@wdc.govt.nz> 
Subject: FW: Marsden Data Centre 
 
  
EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside Whangarei District Council. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
Hi Jon  
 
I am going to table the email below today prior to the Northport hearing. It relates to the Marsden Technology 
Park (Advance Developments Ltd) and hopefully clarified what is proposed in that regard.  
 
Kind Regards 
  
Brett Hood  
Director 
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Caution: This e-mail message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential and subject to privilege. If you are not the intended 
recipient, you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in 
error please notify reyburn@reyburnandbryant.co.nz immediately and delete all material pertaining to this e-mail. 
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From: Peter Ibbotson <Peter.Ibbotson@marshallday.co.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 5 December 2019 5:35 PM 
To: Brett Hood <brett@reyburnandbryant.co.nz> 
Subject: Marsden Data Centre 
 
Hi Brett, 
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As per our call I understand that you are looking at the rezoning of the site where I carried out the feasibility analysis for 
the data centre.  I understand the site would be rezoned to light industry and that adjacent dwellings would remain of a 
rural production zone 
 
In my report on the data centre feasibility I suggested that the noise limits that applied between the sites currently (40 
dB LAeq at night) was in the right order given the existing ambient and background noise levels at the McCathie Road 
dwellings to the south of the site.  I understand that an issue has been raised that if the site was rezoned to light 
industry that future technology users could be permitted to generate 45 dB LAeq at the adjacent rural dwellings at 
night: a level that is 5 dBA higher than is currently permitted (see table pasted below) and is probably greater than 10 
dB higher than the background noise levels that exist over the night period at the moment.  There isn’t good evidence 
to show that this would be readily acceptable at the moment and as such I recommended that that the data centre be 
designed to meet 40 dB LAeq at the notional boundaries of dwellings to the south.  This appeared to be feasible, 
although the report did state that there would be constraints and noise bunds may need to be established and the data 
centre may be better relocated to the north to reduce costs and allow for expansion. 
 
In summary, the zoning that is applied to this site should probably have a night-time limit of 40 dB LAeq at the adjacent 
rural production dwelling notional boundaries.  A variant of light industrial may be appropriate.  It is possible that in 
future years traffic and rail may mean that background noise levels become more elevated  and a 45 dB LAeq night-time 
level may be readily acceptable however based on the measurements I have reviewed I don’t think this is the case yet.   
 
Note that the above is not relevant to noise from the proposed zone when received at Marsden Primary Centre.  At that 
location the Plan rules permit 55 dBA LAeq daytime and 45 dB LAeq night-time and I consider this an appropriate 
limit.  It is only the Rural Production sites to the south where the issue requires consideration. 
 
With regard to “noise sensitive activities” located in the light industry zone, these are subject to sound insulation 
requirements in WDC NAV6.5.  The plan helpfully provides incident noise levels to be used in the design, and any 
dwelling or childcare centre would need to be designed to meet these limits prior to building consent being issued.  The 
District Plan incident levels provide for incident noise levels of 65 / 60 dBA – a high level of noise.  So there can be good 
certainty that the internal noise levels within these “noise sensitive” activities will be appropriate and indoor amenity 
will not be unreasonably affected.   
 
One note: whether childcare centres are appropriate on the site will relate to the level of noise that will occur in the 
outdoor play area (there is evidence to suggest high noise levels in these areas are detrimental).  However there will 
very likely be locations on the site where noise levels will be appropriate.  A good noise assessment of childcare centre 
activity would consider noise effects on the outdoor play area itself: I would hope that if it was located in an 
inappropriate environment that a recommendation be made to move it or screen it.  Hopefully Council would have 
discretion over this matter in this type of zone. 
 
I hope that helps. 
 
Pete. 
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Peter Ibbotson 
 

 
 
Level 1, John Butler Centre, 60 Kerikeri Road  
84 Symonds Street, Grafton, Auckland 
marshallday.com | M: 027 352 2884 (preferred) | T: 09 379 7822 
 
This email is confidential. If it is not intended for you please do not read, distribute or copy it or any attachments. 
Please notify the sender by return email and delete the original message and any attachments. 

 














