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Issues 

Network Utility Operations 

Significant Issues  

Network utilities are essential services to the community, and often their choice of location is restricted 

by operational requirements.  

Network utility operations have the potential to create adverse environmental effects, particularly on 

visual amenity and the natural character of the environment.  The inappropriate installation, siting, 

design, operation, maintenance and minor upgrading of network utility operations has the potential to 

adversely affect the health and safety of people and communities.  

Network utility operations may pose a potential risk to the health and safety of people and communities. 

Other activities, including the location of buildings, major structures and/or plantings in close proximity 

to existing network utility operations, have the potential to compromise the efficient development, use 

and maintenance of those utility operations.  

Overview  

Network utility operators provide a variety of essential services to the community including airports, 

railways, roads, electricity, radio-communication, telecommunication and meteorological services, 

water, wastewater disposal, drainage, and gas supply and reticulation.  Due to their essential nature, 

sufficient provision needs to be made for the efficient operation, maintenance and upgrading of existing 

network utilities, and for the establishment of new services as required.  The Second Schedule of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 specifically mentions the scale, sequence, timing and relative priority 

of public works, goods and services, including public utility networks, as matters to be provided for in 

District plans.  The Resource Management Act 1991 also provides for land to be designated by an 

approved authority for network utility purposes.  

Many network utilities are able to be placed underground and their effect on the environment may be 

no more than minor.  However, other network utilities have significant potential to adversely affect the 

environment and/or the health and safety of people and communities.  These effects need to be 

addressed through the provisions of the District Plan, and various Objectives, Policies and Methods 

have been adopted to ensure the sustainable management of these resources and the control of 

possible adverse environmental effects.  

At the same time, neighbouring land uses and development have the potential to adversely affect the 

operation, maintenance and minor upgrading of existing and proposed network utility operations.  The 

management of the effects of neighbouring activities is therefore also addressed through the provisions 

of the Plan.  For example, buffer distances can be used to control the encroachment of activities where 

network utilities are already established.  This can reduce the potential for conflict and ensure access 

for operational and maintenance purposes.  

Many network utilities occur throughout the District and may also cross local body boundaries.  It is 

desirable, therefore, to maintain consistency, wherever possible, for the provision of network utility 

operations throughout the District and across local body boundaries.  At the same time, different parts 

of the District exhibit different natural characteristics and possess different amenity values.  Living 

areas and areas of high recreational, landscape, ecological, cultural or heritage values are most 

affected by the impacts, particularly the visual impacts, from utility structures.  These need to be taken 

into account, when providing for the installation, operation and maintenance of network utility 

operations. 
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Electricity 

Electricity is provided by Network Utility Operators through electricity infrastructure which forms an 

important aspect of the District's physical resources.  Electricity is an essential form of energy and 

provision throughout the District is therefore required to provide for communities social and economic 

wellbeing.  Electricity infrastructure is the transmission and distribution systems for electricity 

comprising of lines, cables, substations and switchyards and other paraphernalia provided by a 

network utility operator, but excluding generation facilities. 

Electricity infrastructure within the District consists of the national grid and the local Electricity 

Distribution Network.  Electricity infrastructure traverses Whangarei District providing electricity to 

neighbouring Districts, and is an important resource for the Northland Region. 

The development, operation and maintenance of electricity infrastructure has the potential to create 

adverse effects on existing land uses, visual amenity, natural character and on public health and 

safety.  Incompatible development and sensitive activities can give rise to reverse sensitivity effects, 

risks to health and safety, and compromise the on-going development, maintenance and operation of 

the infrastructure. 

Telecommunication 

Telecommunication is provided by Network Utility Operators through telecommunication infrastructure 

which forms an important aspect of the District’s physical resources.  The Resource Management 

(National Environmental Standards for Telecommunications Facilities) Regulations 2016 (NESTF 2016) 

regulates the following activities: 

• Cabinets 

• Antennas on poles 

• Antennas on buildings 

• Small cell units 

• Telecommunication lines 

• Underground telecommunication lines. 

 

Amateur Radio Configurations 

Amateur radio configurations have an important role within the community, particularly for civil defence 

purposes.  The NTW rules recognise the importance of amateur radio configurations while managing 

adverse effects on existing and anticipated activities on surrounding sites and features.  

 

The Council is required to implement the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008 

and Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) 

Regulations 2009. Provisions relating to Electricity Network Utilities have been completed. 

 

The Council is also required to implement Resource Management (National Environmental Standards 

for Telecommunication Facilities) Regulations 2016 (NESTF 2016). Provisions relating to 

Telecommunication Network Utilities are included. 

 
Notes:  
1. The following provisions apply district wide in addition to any other provisions in this Plan 

applicable to the same areas or site. 

2. Whangārei District Council is undertaking a rolling review of the District Plan.  It is intended that 

all network utility provisions will be reviewed during the rolling review.  As part of the rolling 

review programme this chapter will be populated.  Due to Council's requirement to implement 

the National Policy Statement on Electricity Transmission 2008 and Resource Management 
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(National Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009, 

provisions relating to Electricity Network Utilities have been completed.  

NTW- Network Utility Operations of the Operative District Plan remains applicable to all Network 

Utility Activities and amateur radio configurations.  The description and expectations, objectives 

NTW-O1, NTW-O2 and policies NTW-P10 – NTW-P15 do not supersede objectives NTW-O3 – 

NTW-O5 and policies NTW-P1 – NTW-P9, but provide more specific guidance when considering 

Electricity Network Utilities.  

Council is required to implement Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 

Telecommunication Facilities) Regulations 2016 (NESTF 2016), therefore provision relating to 

Telecommunication Network Utilities are included.  The relevant sections of this chapter 

regarding Network Utility Operations of the Operative District Plan remain applicable to all 

Telecommunication Facilities. 

 

 

Objectives 

NTW-O1 – Providing for 

Electricity Infrastructure 

Providing for the sustainable, secure, safe and efficient use and 

development of electricity infrastructure within the Whangarei District, while 

seeking to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on the environment. 

NTW-O2 The National 

Grid 
Recognising the importance of the national grid to the National, Regional 

and District's social and economic wellbeing. 

NTW-O3 – Provision of 

Network Utility 

Operations 

The orderly, efficient and effective installation, operation, maintenance and 

minor upgrading of network utility operations throughout the District, to 

enable people and communities to provide for their social, economic and 

cultural well-being and for their health and safety. 

NTW-O4 – Adverse 

Effects and Network 

Utility Operation  

The protection of the environment from, as far as practicable, from the 

potential adverse effects of network utility operations, particularly effects on 

the health and safety of communities, the natural character of the 

environment, sites of historical and cultural significance, and the amenity 

values of the surrounding area. 

NTW-O5 – Protection of 

Network Utility 

Operations 

The protection of network utility operations from the adverse effects of 

adjacent land use and development.  

Explanation and Reasons: Network utility operations are essential to the 

well-being of people and communities but have the potential to adversely 

affect the environment.  At the same time neighbouring land uses can 

adversely affect the installation, operation, maintenance and minor 

upgrading of utility operations.  The objectives of the Plan are to enable the 

orderly and efficient provision of network utility operations whilst avoiding, 

remedying or mitigating adverse effects on the environment and the 

community. 
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Policies 

NTW-P1 – Adverse 

Effects of Electricity 

Infrastructure  

To consider the actual or potential adverse effects of proposed electricity 

infrastructure with respect to location, design and operation while taking into 

account the functional, technical and operational needs of the electricity 

infrastructure. 

NTW-P2  – Reverse 

Sensitivity Effects 

To ensure safe, secure and efficient use and development of electricity 

infrastructure by avoiding or mitigating reverse sensitivity effects generated 

by inappropriate land use, subdivision, and development activities occurring 

within close proximity to infrastructure. 

NTW-P3  – Long-Term 

Planning Flexibility  

To use planning tools to facilitate long-term planning flexibility in the 

development, operation and maintenance of electricity infrastructure 

NTW-P4 – Operation, 

Maintenance and 

Redevelopment of the 

Existing National Grid 

To enable the operation, maintenance and redevelopment of the existing 

national grid in accordance with the Resource Management (National 

Environmental Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 

2009. 

NTW-P5 – Safe and 

Efficient Use and 

Development of the 

National Grid and 

Adjacent Land 

To ensure safe and efficient use and development of the national grid and 

adjacent land by: 

1. Avoiding sensitive activities within the national grid corridor; 

2. Ensuring that land use, subdivision and development do not 

compromise the operation, maintenance, upgrading and development 

of the national grid; 

3. Managing subdivision to facilitate good amenity and urban design 

outcomes near the national grid; and 

4. Not foreclosing operation or maintenance options or, to the extent 

practicable, the carrying out of routine and planned upgrade works. 

NTW-P6  –Transmission 

Lines 

To raise awareness of transmission lines, by identifying the location of the 

national grid on planning maps. 

NTW-P7  – Designations To encourage extensions and upgrading to the electricity infrastructure, that 

are not provided for in the Resource Management (National Environmental 

Standards for Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 and are 

not minor upgrading, to be undertaken through designations. 

NTW-P8  –Transmission 

Corridors 

To ensure safe and efficient use and development of electricity 

infrastructure, by recognizing and providing for existing and future 

transmission corridors, including when identifying new areas of urban 

development. 

NTW-P9 –Electricity 

Infrastructure 

Regulations 

To ensure safe and efficient use and development of electricity 

infrastructure in accordance with Electricity Act 1992, Electricity (Hazards 

from Trees) Regulations 2003, Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010 and 

New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice for Electrical Safe Distances 

34:2001. 
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Note: 

1. The construction, alteration or location of any buildings or structures, 

land disturbance or planting of vegetation near electricity infrastructure, 

should be located, selected and/or managed to ensure that it will not 

result in the breaching of the New Zealand Electrical Code of Practice 

for Electrical Safe Distances 34:2001 and the Electricity (Hazards from 

Trees) Regulations 2003. To discuss works near any electricity line 

contact the network utility operator. 

NTW-P10 – Provision of 

Network Utility 

Operations Services 

The orderly and efficient provision of network utility operations should be 

enabled, and the essential nature and operational needs of network utility 

operations should be taken in to account, when assessing the location, 

design and operation of these services.  

Explanation and Reasons: The siting of utility operations may be influenced 

by operational needs that limit the choice of suitable locations. 

For example, facilities such as cellular communications need to be located 

throughout the District in order to adequately serve residential as well as 

commercial and other users.  The provision of high voltage power 

distribution will also, in some cases, be unavoidable in built up areas.  

Accordingly, the Plan does not preclude such facilities, but will require 

account to be taken of location and design so as to avoid significant effects 

on the environment and the community. 

NTW-P11 – 

Environmental Effects 

of Network Utility 

Operations 

Network utility operations should be sited, designed and operated in such a 

way that the adverse effects on the environment will be avoided, 

remediated or mitigated, as far as practicable. When siting and designing 

network utility facilities, particular regard should be made to:  

• Areas of Outstanding Landscape value;  

• Outstanding Natural Features;  

• Significant Ecological Areas;  

• The natural character of the coastal environment;  

• Ridgelines and skylines;  

• Heritage Buildings, Sites and Objects;  

• Sites of Significance to Māori.  

Explanation and Reasons: Network utility operations provide important 

services throughout the District, enabling people and communities to 

provide for their social, economic and cultural well-being.  The location of 

network utility facilities can adversely affect the natural character of the 

environment, particularly in Outstanding Landscape Areas, Outstanding 

Natural Features, Significant Ecological Areas and in the Coastal Area. To 

avoid, remedy or mitigate such effects network utility facilities should be 

sited in visually unobtrusive locations, wherever possible.  Furthermore, 

mitigating measures should as far as reasonably practicable be appropriate 

to the environment in which they are located.  Operational requirements 

often necessitate the siting of facilities on ridgelines or skylines, which can 
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potentially result in adverse visual effects.  Heritage Buildings, Sites and 

Objects and Sites of Significance to Māori are also sensitive to the adverse 

effects from network utility operations.  Care should be exercised when 

siting facilities near these areas. 

NTW-P12 – Amenity 

Values of Network 

Utility Operations 

The adverse effects of network utility operations should be avoided, 

remedied or mitigated as far as reasonably practicable in accordance with 

the amenity values of the different Zones.  In the Residential Zones, the 

Settlement Zone, the Strategic Rural Industries Zone, the commercial 

centres and in the Open Space and Recreation Zones, telecommunication 

and electrical services should be underground or by wireless link, where 

practicable.  In other environments, undergrounding or wireless links should 

be encouraged, but where this is not practicable, feasible services should 

be sited and designed so as to minimise adverse effects on amenity values. 

Explanation and Reasons: Network utility operations can significantly affect 

the amenity of an area, particularly in the Residential Zones, the Settlement 

Zone, the Strategic Rural Industries Zone, the commercial centres and in 

the Open Space and Recreation Zones.  Above-ground structures can 

reduce visual amenity, where inappropriately sited or designed, while 

sewage treatment plants can produce offensive odours. 

Noise, effects on traffic, dust and vibration are other possible amenity 

effects.  Such facilities should be sites in visually non-obtrusive locations 

and levels of mitigation should be appropriate for the Zone in which they are 

located.  Many network utilities are able to be sited underground and, in the 

case of telecommunications, new technology may allow the service to be 

provided by a wireless link.  Both these options provide an effective method 

for avoiding visual effects and should be encouraged, where practicable.  

However, it is recognised that it is not practicable to underground some 

network utilities. 

NTW-P13 – Health and 

Safety of Network Utility 

Operations 

Network utility operations should be installed, sited, designed, operated, 

maintained and upgraded in compliance with the relevant (national, 

international or industry) standards, codes of practice or guidelines in order 

to avoid, remedy or mitigate potential adverse effects on the health and 

safety of people.  

Explanation and Reasons: The installation, operation and maintenance of 

some network utility operations carries potential risks to the health, safety 

and well-being of people and communities.  For example, there is a risk of 

electrocution and risk of injury or damage to property should an overhead 

power line fall.  There is also a need to safeguard the community from the 

risks associated with pipelines that distribute hazardous substances such 

as gas or petroleum products.   

NTW-P14 – Radio 

Frequency Fields (RF) 

and Electromagnetic 

Radiation (EMR) 

To ensure that any effects from the generation of Radio Frequency Fields 

and Electromagnetic Radiation are in accordance with the relevant New 

Zealand Standard.  

Explanation and Reasons: Certain utilities and other activities emit 

electromagnetic radiation, which may have a potential health effect on some 

people living near them if they exceed an acceptable public level of 
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exposure (as defined by the relevant New Zealand Standard).  Radio 

Frequency Fields (RF) are produced by activities involving radio wave 

transmissions at frequencies of 3kHz to 300GHz such as broadcasting, 

mobile phone base station and microwave transmission activities.  It is the 

antennae used for sending the signal that produces the Electromagnetic 

Radiation (EMR).  An acceptable public level of exposure to EMR is 

established in the relevant New Zealand Standard, which has been 

thoroughly researched and based upon scientific evidence. 

NTW-P15 – 

Subdivision, Use and 

Development 

Subdivision, use and development of land should not compromise the safe 

and efficient operation of, and access to, existing and proposed network 

utility operations.  

Explanation and Reasons: An increase in development, under or alongside 

an existing network utility facility, is known as encroachment.  

Encroachment can affect access to, and the ongoing operation and 

maintenance of, network utility operations.  This concept is increasingly 

being referred to as “reverse sensitivity”, where adjoining and/or sensitive 

activities have the potential to adversely affect network utility operations by 

impacting on their legitimate right to operate.   

It can also constrain future relocation and/or undergrounding options.  In 

addition, encroachment has the potential result of increased risks to the 

health and safety of people.  By controlling encroachment, these conflicts 

can be avoided, remedied or mitigated. 

 

Rules  

NTW-R1 Any Activity 

 1. Notwithstanding any other rules in the District Plan, the aspects of the national grid 

covered by the Resource Management (National Environmental Standards for 

Electricity Transmission Activities) Regulations 2009 must comply with those 

regulations, and Rule NTW-R4 shall not apply. 

Note:  

1. These Regulations apply to the lines owned or operated by Transpower New 

Zealand Limited only. 

 

NTW-R2 Telecommunication Facilities 

 1. No rule in any chapter of this Plan that duplicates or conflicts with the NESTF 2016 

shall apply.  The NESTF 2016 applies in addition to all other rules in any chapter of 

this Plan.  

Implementation Notes:  

1. NESTF 2016 regulations 10-18 specify the activity status for proposed 

telecommunication activities by linking back to the relevant District Plan. Each 

activity must be assessed against the appropriate District Plan definition and rule.  

2. NESTF 2016 regulations 44-52 specify that proposed telecommunication activities 

must comply with the following relevant District Plan Resource Area Provisions:  
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a. Natural Features and Landscapes (NFL Chapter).  

b. Notable Trees (TREE Chapter).  

c. Sites of Significance to Māori (SSM Chapter).  

d. Historic Heritage (HH Chapter) 

 

NTW-R3 Any Activity Not Otherwise Listed in This Chapter 

 Activity Status: Permitted 

Where: 

1. Resource consent is not required under any rule of the District Plan.  

2. The activity is not prohibited under any rule of the District Plan.  

 

NTW-R4 Electricity Infrastructure  

 Activity Status: Permitted 

Where: 

1. The operation, maintenance, replacement and 

upgrading of the electricity infrastructure which 

meets the following standards:  

a. There is no increase in the height of the 

support structure (excluding earthwires, 

earthpeaks and lightning rods) beyond the 

relevant permitted height specified in NTW-

R4.2(c); and 

b. The relocation of support structures are 

within 5m of the existing pole location; and 

c. An increase in line voltage does not change 

the relevant building or major structure 

(excluding minor buildings) to conductor 

separation requirements specified in 

NZECP34:2001, except where the line was 

originally constructed to operate at the 

higher voltage but has been operating at a 

reduced voltage, or where the normal 

operating voltage will not exceed 33kV; and 

d. Compliance with the requirements of NZECP 

34:2001; and 

e. Compliance with the electric and magnetic 

field limits contained in the International 

Commission for Non-Ionising Radiation 

Protection (ICNIRP) Guidelines (2010) and 

World Health Organisation Environmental 

Any activity relating to the 

construction, maintenance and 

upgrading of electricity 

infrastructure that fails to meet 

permitted activity rule NTW-

R4.1-5 is a discretionary 

activity.  

Council may have regard to 

the following matters when 

considering an application for 

resource consent and 

appropriate conditions:  

1. The extent to which the 

proposed activity will 

have detrimental impacts 

or beneficial effects on 

the health and safety of 

the community.  

2. Any reduction of amenity 

values in the surrounding 

and nearby environment. 

3. Any negative impact on 

any natural ecosystem, 

Outstanding or Notable 

Landscape or Feature, 

Site of Significance to 

Māori, Heritage Tree and 

or Heritage Area, Site or 

Object.  

4. The reasonable ability to 

locate the electricity 
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Health Criteria Monograph (No. 238, June 

2007); and 

f. The ground is reinstated upon completion of 

works; and 

g. Installation or modification of a sign at a 

height no greater than 2m above ground 

level and no larger than 1m2 associated with 

an electricity network utility. 

2. Construction of new electricity infrastructure 

which meets the following standards 

a. Compliance with the requirements of NZECP 

34:2001; and 

b. Compliance with the electric and magnetic 

field limits contained in the International 

Commission for Non-Ionising Radiation 

Protection (lCNlRP) Guidelines (2010) and 

World Health Organisation Environmental 

Health Criteria Monograph (No. 238, June 

2007); and 

c. The construction or establishment of any 

tower, pole, mast, aerial, panel, element or 

dish operationally associated with electricity 

lines that have a maximum height above 

ground level of: 

i. 15m in any Residential Zone, 

Business Zone or Settlement Zone; 

ii. 15m in the Port Zone; 

iii. 12.5m in the Open Space and 

Recreation Zones; 

iv. 18.5m in the Rural Production Zone, 

Rural Lifestyle Zone, Strategic Rural 

Industries Zone or Future Urban 

Zones. 

d. Installation or modification of a sign at a 

height no greater than 2m above ground 

level and no larger than 1m2 associated with 

an electricity network utility. 

3. The construction of indoor junction boxes, 

substations and other equipment cabinets. 

4. The construction of outdoor junction boxes, 

substations and other equipment cabinets, that 

have a height no greater than 1.5m above ground 

level and a ground coverage not exceeding 3m2, 

providing that it meets the following: 

infrastructure below 

ground.  

5. Any cumulative effects 

that may occur as a result 

of the activity.  

6. Whether or not the 

activity will result in 

adverse visual effects.  

7. Whether or not the 

measures proposed are 

sufficient to avoid, 

remedy or mitigate the 

environmental effects of 

the activity.  

8. The extent to which the 

proposed activity will 

affect the operation, 

maintenance and safety 

of the State Highway 

Network.  

9. The efficient use and 

development of land.  

10. The operational or 

technical constraints of 

the electricity 

infrastructure. 
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a. Have a low reflectivity finish, recessive in 

colour, with a maximum reflectivity of no 

more than 40%, except where it is required 

for safety purposes. 

5. The construction of, or extension to, underground 

electricity infrastructure.  

 

NTW-R5 Activities within 10m of the Centreline of a Critical Electricity Line (Category 1) 

 Activity Status: Permitted 

Where:  

1. Any building or structure that does not require 

building consent; or 

2. Alteration of any building (excluding minor 

buildings) that does not exceed outside the 

envelope or footprint of the existing building; or 

3. Earthworks, gardening or cultivation that: 

a. Do not result in a reduction of existing 

ground clearance distances from overhead 

lines below the minimums prescribed in the 

New Zealand Code of Practice 34:2001 

(NZECP 34:2001); and 

b. Are in accordance with NZECP 34:2001. 

 

4. Activities described in NTW-R5.1-3 that do not 

meet the requirements for permitted activities 

under those rules, provided that: 

Either: 

a. Prior to the commencement of any works: 

i. Written notification is provided to the 

Council; and 

ii. The proposed works comply with the 

Electricity Act 1992 and associated 

regulations (NZECP 34:2001, the 

Electricity Act 1992 and associated 

regulations (NZECP 34:2001, the 

Electricity (Hazards from Trees) 

Regulations 2003 (SR 2003/375), and 

the Electricity (Safety) Regulations 

2010) in all respects; 

OR 

Activity Status when 

compliance not achieved: 

Restricted discretionary 

Matters of discretion: 

1. The safe and efficient 

operation and maintenance 

of the electricity supply 

network, including: 

 

a. The use, design and 

location of buildings 

and major structures; 

and  

b. The mature size, 

growth rate, location, 

and fall zone of any 

associated tree 

planting, including 

landscape planting 

and shelterbelts; and  

c. Compliance with 

NZECP 34:2001; and  

d. Effects on public 

health and safety; and  

e. Effects on access to 

CEL's, designated 

substations and 

associated 

infrastructure for 

maintenance 

purposes. 

Note: 

1. For the purpose of the 

notification provisions of 

the Resource 

Management Act 1991, 

the relevant Network 
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a. The activity is carried out by a Network Utility 

Operator or territorial authority in accordance 

with NZECP 34:2001. 

b. Planting of trees including shelterbelts, 

plantation forestry or commercial horticultural 

operations, provided that the proposed 

works comply with the Electricity Act 1992 

and associated regulations (NZECP 

34:2001, the Electricity (Hazards from Trees) 

Regulations 2003 (SR 2003/375), and the 

Electricity (Safety) Regulations 2010) in all 

respects. 

Note:   

1. In addition to the above, all activities (whether 

listed or not) located under or adjacent to a 

Critical Electricity Line (Category 1) must 

comply with the New Zealand Code of Practice 

for Electrical Safe Distances (NZECP34:2001). 

Compliance with the District Plan does not 

ensure compliance with the Code.  

Specifically, a building (or similar) setback of 

less than 12m from the outer visible edge of a 

tower support structure requires written 

approval of Northpower in accordance with 

clause 2.4.1 of NZECP34:2001 

Utility Operator shall be 

an affected person.  

 

NTW-R6 Amateur Radio Configurations  

 Activity Status: Permitted 

Where: 

1. Amateur radio configurations which meet the 

following standards: 

a. The amateur radio configuration is not 

located within a Site of Significance to Māori, 

an Outstanding Natural Feature or 

Landscape, the Coastal Environment, 

Quarrying Resource Areas, or on site 

containing a scheduled built heritage item. 

b. Electric and magnetic fields at all site 

boundaries comply with the guidelines 

endorsed by the National Radiation 

Laboratory, New Zealand Ministry of Health. 

c. Radio frequency radiation levels at all site 

boundaries do not exceed the levels 

Activity Status when 

compliance not achieved: 

Restricted discretionary 

Matters of discretion: 

1. The bulk, form, scale, 

and number of aerials, 

aerial support structures 

and antenna and the 

extent to which the 

amateur radio 

configuration would lead 

to a visual dominance 

and loss of visual amenity 

as viewed by adjoining 

and adjacent properties 

and the surrounding 

neighbourhood. 

2. The extent to which the 

amateur radio 
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specified in the New Zealand Standard: NZS 

2772.1:1999. 

d. The amateur radio configuration is setback 

at least: 

i. 2.5m from road boundaries. 

ii. 3m from all other site boundaries, 

allowing for a 0m setback for poles 

where: 

a) The maximum height above 

ground level of the pole is 10m. 

b) The maximum diameter of the 

pole is 0.025m at any point 

higher than 5m above ground 

level. 

c) The pole is a support structure 

that is used solely to support a 

single-wire aerial. 

e. The maximum height above ground level of 

all amateur radio configurations is: 

i. 15m in the Marsden Primary Centre, 

Port Nikau Development Area, and the 

Residential Zones, Business Zones, 

Settlement Zone, Port Zone, Hospital 

Zone, Ruakaka Equine Zone, Rural 

Lifestyle Zone and Future Urban 

Zone. 

ii. 12.5m in the Open Space and 

Recreation Zones. 

iii. 18.5m in the Rural Production Zone 

and Strategic Rural Industries Zones.  

f. No part of the amateur radio configuration 

overhangs a site boundary. 

g. There are no more than two amateur radio 

configurations per site that are visible from 

beyond the boundary of the site where they 

are located. 

h. None of the elements making up the 

amateur radio configuration: 

i. Exceed 0.08m in diameter, except as 

provided for in NTW-R6.1(i)(ii). 

ii. Have a rectangular section with an 

individual side greater than 0.08m, 

configuration would result 

in the loss of sunlight and 

daylight to surrounding 

sites, particularly in 

relation to outdoor living 

courts and living area 

windows of surrounding 

residential units. 

3. The extent to which the 

proposal would reduce 

adverse visual, amenity 

and shading impacts 

through design measures 

including location on site, 

material used, and finish 

of material including 

colour. 

4. The extent to which the 

proposal is compatible 

with the existing and 

anticipated character of 

the underlying zone, 

precinct or development 

area, including the 

consistency with the 

relevant objectives 

policies of the underlying 

zone, precinct or 

development area. 

5. The extent to which the 

proposal would reduce 

the ability to maintain 

access for maintenance, 

including for buildings on 

adjoining sites. 

6. Adverse effects on Sites 

of Significance to Maori, 

Outstanding Natural 

Features and 

Landscapes, the Coastal 

Area Environment, 

Quarrying Resource 

Areas and scheduled 

built heritage items, 

including the consistency 

with the relevant District 

Wide objectives, policies 

and building and major 
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except as provided for in NTW-

R6.1(i)(ii). 

iii. Exceed 14m in length, excluding any 

aerial support structure. 

i. All dish aerials: 

i. Comply with NTW-R6.1(a) – (h). 

ii. Are less than 5m in diameter/width. 

iii. Have a maximum height of 6.5m 

above ground level at all times. 

structure rules in that 

location. 

7. Health and safety effects, 

including electric and 

magnetic fields and 

radiation levels. 

 

NTW-R7 Activities within the National Grid Corridor 

 Activity Status: Permitted 

Where: 

1. The activity is: 

a. Network utilities; 

b. Any agricultural or horticultural activity, 

building or structure (including additions or 

alterations) that is not associated with a 

sensitive activity and is not specified as a 

non-complying activity in NTW-R7.3, 

provided that: 

i. It is setback at least 12m from the 

outer visible edge of a transmission 

tower support structure (except where 

Transpower has given written 

approval in accordance with clause 

2.4.1 of NZECP34:2001 to a lesser 

setback); and 

ii. It complies with the safe distance 

requirements between conductors and 

buildings (and other structures) 

required by section 3 of 

NZECP34:2001. 

c. Any building or major structure less than 

10m2 gross floor area and less than 2.5m in 

height above ground level associated with a 

sensitive activity, provided that it is setback 

at least 12m from the outer visible edge of a 

transmission tower support structure; 

d. Fences less than 2.5m in height above 

ground level and setback at least 5m from 

Activity Status when 

compliance not achieved: Non-

Complying 
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the outer edge of a transmission support 

structure; 

e. Earthworks undertaken as part of normal 

agricultural cultivation, or repair, sealing or 

resealing of a road (including a farm track), 

footpath or driveway; 

f. Earthworks and mineral extraction which is 

not deeper than 300mm within 6m, and not 

deeper than 3m between 6m to 12m, of the 

outer visible edge of a transmission tower 

support structure; 

g. Earthworks and mineral extraction which 

does not create an unstable batter that will 

affect a transmission support structure; and 

h. Earthworks that do not result in a reduction 

in the ground to conductor clearance 

distances required by NZECP34:2001. 

Note:  

1.  Transpower NZ Ltd has specified that any 

building or structure no closer than 10m in a 

vertical direction from any conductor (wire) will 

comply with the conductor clearance distances 

required by NZECP34:2001. 

2.  Artificial crop protection structures and crop 

support structures fall within NTW-R7.1(b).  

Clause 2.4.1 of NZECP34:2001 provides for 

these structures to be located within 12m of a 

Transmission Tower support structure subject to 

certain requirements.  For the purposes of this 

note, artificial crop protection structure means a 

structure where cloth is used to protect crops or 

enhance crop growth (but does not include 

greenhouses), and crop support structures 

means an open structure on which crops are 

grown. 

3.  In order to establish safe clearance distances, 

consultation with Transpower NZ may be 

necessary. 

 

 Activity Status: Discretionary 

Where: 

2. Any building or structure (including additions and alteration) within the Local 

Centre Zone, General Residential Zone and Settlement Zone which is located at 
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least 12m from the outer edge of a transmission structure associated with the 

National Grid. 

 

 Activity Status: Non-Complying 

Where: 

3. The activity is: 

a. Sensitive activities;  

b. Any building or structure (including additions or alterations) associated with a 

Sensitive Activity (except as permitted by rule NTW-R7.1(c));  

c. The following buildings or structures (including additions or alterations) within 

the corridor:  

i. Any building or structure associated with a commercial activity or 

industrial activity;  

ii. Any greenhouse 10m2 gross floor area or larger;  

iii. Milking shed buildings (excluding the surrounding platform and any 

stockyards);  

iv. Buildings housing intensively farmed livestock.  

Note:  

1. For the purpose of the notification provisions of the Resource Management Act 

1991, Transpower NZ Limited shall be an affected person.  

2. In addition to the above, all activities (whether listed or not) located under or 

adjacent to the National Grid must comply with the New Zealand Code of Practice 

for Electrical Safe Distances (NZECP34:2001). Compliance with the District Plan 

does not ensure compliance with the Code. 

 

NTW-R8 Subdivision of Land which is within 32m of the Centreline of the National Grid 

 Activity Status: Restricted Discretionary 

Where: 

1. Every allotment is capable of containing within 

its net site area a building area located entirely 

outside of the national grid corridor. 

Matters of discretion: 

1. Whether the design and construction of the 

subdivision allows for earthworks, buildings 

and structures to comply with the safe distance 

requirements of the New Zealand Electrical 

Code of Practice for Safe Distances (NZECP 

34:2001);  

Activity Status when compliance 

not achieved: Non-Complying 

Notes:  

1. For the purpose of the 

notification provisions of the 

Resource Management Act 

1991, Transpower New 

Zealand Limited shall be an 

affected person.  

2. Vegetation to be planted 

within the national grid 

corridor as shown on the 

planning maps, should be 

selected and/or managed to 

ensure that it will not result in 
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2. Provision for the ongoing operation, 

maintenance and planned upgrade of the 

national grid 

that vegetation breaching the 

Electricity (Hazards from 

Trees) Regulations 2003 or 

prevent access to support 

structures. To discuss works, 

including tree planting near 

any electricity line especially 

works within the transmission 

corridor, contact the relevant 

network utility operator. 

 

NTW-R8 Subdivision of Land which is within 20m of the Centreline of the Critical Electricity Line 

(Category 1) 

 Activity Status: Restricted Discretionary 

Matters of discretion: 

1. The safe and efficient operation and maintenance of the electricity supply network, 

including:  

a. The use, design and location of buildings and major structures; and  

b. The mature size, growth rate, location, and fall zone of any associated tree 

planting, including landscape planting and shelterbelts; and  

c. Compliance with NZECP 34:2001; and  

d. Effects on public health and safety; and  

e. Effects on access to CELs (Category 1), designated substations and associated 

infrastructure for maintenance purposes.  

Note:  

1. For the purpose of the notification provisions of the Resource Management Act 1991, 

Transpower New Zealand Limited shall be an affected person.  

Methods 

 Regulatory Methods  

• Identify different Zones on the Planning Maps (NTW-P15). 

• Formulate Zone rules relating to the location, type and effects of activities (NTW-P13 & 

NTW-P15). 

• Identify Resource Areas on the Planning Maps (NTW-P11). 

• Formulate Resource Area rules relating to the location, type and effects of activities 

(NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Formulate Subdivision rules relating to the location, size and layout of allotments (NTW-

P15). 

• Have regard to relevant objectives, policies and rules in other sections of the Plan 

(NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 
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• Attach conditions to resource consents relating to network utility operations (NTW-P10 

to NTW-P15). 

• Requiring Authorities may designate the land for network utility purposes (NTW-P11). 

Other Plans and Legislation 

• Ensure that plans and management strategies are not inconsistent with the New 

Zealand Coastal Policy Statement, the Regional Policy Statement for Northland and any 

relevant regional plans (NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Take into account the relevant provisions in the Local Government Acts 1974 and 2002.  

Transit New Zealand Act 1986, the Building Act 2004, the Electricity Act 1992, the Gas 

Act 1992, the Health Act 1956, the Telecommunications (Residual Provisions) Act 1987 

and the Telecommunications Act 2001, the Land Drainage Act 1908 and any other 

relevant legislation (NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Have regard to reserve management plans formulated under the Reserves Act 1977 

(NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Take into consideration any relevant Iwi/Hapū Environmental Management Plans 

(NTW-P13). 

Information, Education and Advocacy 

• Liaise with network utility operators (for example: Transit New Zealand, Transpower, 

Telecom New Zealand Ltd) over the siting and operation of network utility operations 

(NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Liaise with the Northland Regional Council and adjacent territorial authorities in regard 

to any potential cross boundary issues relating to network utility operations (NTW-P10 

to NTW-P15). 

• Liaise with iwi/hapū in regard to the potential development of Iwi/Hapū Environmental 

Management Plans and issues of concern to tangata whenua relating to network utility 

operations (NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Liaise with other organisations with specific resource management and/or 

environmental concerns in the District, for example, the Department of Conservation, 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (NTW-P10 

to NTW-P15) 

• Educate and inform both network utility operators and the public about issues relating to 

the provision of network utility operations (NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

• Promote the use of appropriate codes of practice, standards and guidelines (national, 

international and industry) (NTW-P10 to NTW-P15). 

Economic Instruments 

• Receive financial contributions as prescribed in the Financial Contributions Chapter of 

the Plan (Policy NTW-P10). 

Council Works and Services 

• Undertake appropriate works and services relating to roads, water supply, wastewater 

and stormwater disposal, and any other relevant functions (Policies NTW-P10 to NTW-

P15). 
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Anticipated Environmental Results 

The following results are expected to be achieved by the foregoing Objectives, Policies and 

Methods.  The means of monitoring whether the Plan achieves the expected outcomes are 

set out in the Whangārei District Council Monitoring Strategy. 

• The orderly, efficient and effective provision of network utility operations to the District’s 

communities. 

• The protection of natural, cultural and historic heritage from adverse effects of network 

utility operations. 

• Amenity values in the different Zones are not adversely affected by network utility 

operations. 

• People and communities do not suffer adverse effects on their health and safety from 

network utility operations. 

Network utility operations are not adversely affected by encroachment from neighbouring 

activities that are sensitive to the operation of network utility facilities. 

 

 


