
Submissions:
On 7 September 2021, Whangārei District Council considered the submissions received on its 
initial proposal regarding the representation arrangements for the Council to apply for at least 
the 2022 triennial local authority elections.
The Council received 61 submissions on its initial proposal:
• 15 submissions supported or were neutral on all aspects of Council’s initial proposal;
• 43 submissions did not support all aspects of Council’s initial proposal;
• 3 submissions did not express a view on all aspects of Council’s initial proposal.
In addition, 14 submissions were unable to be considered as they did not relate to the 
representation review. 
Key findings from the submissions were:
• 31 submissions agreed to retain 13 councillors;
• 17 submissions did not agree to retain 13 councillors;
• 2 submissions proposed an increase and 8 submissions proposed a reduction in the 

number of councillors;
• a number of submissions proposed ward boundary changes to better reflect communities 

of interest, particularly in the Kamo and Maunu areas and Toe Toe Road in the south of 
the city;

• 29 submissions agreed to combine the current Okara and Denby wards into one ward;
• 18 submissions did not agree to combine the current Okara and Denby wards into one 

ward;
• 31 submissions agreed to establish one district-wide Māori ward;
• 16 submissions did not agree to establish one district-wide Māori ward;
• 9 submissions proposed two district-wide wards (one general and one Māori);
• 2 submissions proposed a mixed system (some councillors elected from wards, some 

‘at-large’);
• 27 submissions did not want community boards established;
• 17 submissions did want community boards established. 
Final Proposal:
Having considered all of the submissions, the Council resolved on 7 September 2021 to 
amend its initial proposal to the following final proposal for at least the 2022 triennial local 
authority elections:

(a) Whangārei District Council to comprise the mayor elected at-large and 12 councillors 
elected under the ward system, specifically 10 general ward councillors elected district-
wide and two Māori ward councillors elected district-wide;

(b) Whangārei District Council be divided into two wards, these being:  

(i) Whangārei District General Ward (represented by 10 general ward councillors) 
comprising the whole area of the district as delineated on Plan LG-002-2012-W-1 
deposited with the Local Government Commission;

 (ii) Whangārei District Māori Ward (represented by two Māori ward councillors) comprising 
the whole area of the district as delineated on Plan LG-002-2012-W-1 deposited with 
the Local Government Commission;

(c) no community boards be established

The reasons for the amendment of the initial proposal to elect 12 councillors from two district-
wide wards are:
• this would allow for more effective, fair, diverse and democratic representation of the 

District;
• some submissions supported this amendment.
Appeals and Objections  
Any person who has made a submission on the Council’s initial proposal may lodge an appeal 
against the Council’s decision. An appeal must relate to the matters raised in that person’s 
submission. 
Any person may lodge an objection against the Council’s decision. An objection must specify 
the matters to which the objection relates. 
Appeal and objection forms are available through the website www.wdc.govt.nz/HaveYourSay, 
by email to mailroom@wdc.govt.nz or in hardcopy from the Whangārei District Council office 
at Forum North, Rust Avenue or the Ruakaka Service Centre at Takutai Place, Ruakaka from 10 
September 2021. 
Appeals or objections should state your name, address, telephone number and email address 
(if you have one) and should reach the Council no later than 5.00pm on Monday 11 October 
2021.
For more information, see the consultation pages at : www.wdc.govt.nz/HaveYourSay  
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