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HAVE YOUR  

SAY
KORERO MAI

The future of air transport is vital to support the long-term economic security of 
Te Tai Tokerau, Northland.

To secure the future of air transport in our District, Whangārei District Council has been 
investigating potential sites to replace Whangārei’s Airport in Onerahi. 

With changes in future aircraft types and to ensure ongoing compliance with Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) rules, the way that the Whangārei Airport operates means that while it is 
currently functional, in the long-term it may not be suitable because:

• it is the shortest runway that Air New Zealand currently uses 

• a longer runway is likely needed for the future regional aircraft types

• possible future tightening of CAA rules. 

Now we want the community to take part in planning for the future of air transport.

We want to hear what you think and what’s important to you when it comes to choosing a 
future airport site.
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS 

CONSULTATION
TE KAUPAPA O TĒNEI 
WHIRINGA KŌRERO

The purpose of this consultation is to gauge community support for four options being 
considered by Council: 

OPTION 1: Ruatangata West (Site 6)

To select the Ruatangata West site (see maps) as the proposed location for a potential site to 
be explored in depth as a future airport location. 

OPTION 2: Ruatangata (Site 9)

To select the Ruatangata site (see maps) as the proposed location for a potential site to be 
explored in depth as a future airport location. 

OPTION 3: One Tree Point (Site 24a)

To select the One Tree Point West site (see maps) as the proposed location for a potential site 
to be explored in depth as a future airport location. 

OPTION 4: Continue to operate from Onerahi

To retain Whangārei Airport at Onerahi and work with the CAA to retain dispensations to 
operate, accepting if these dispensations end some commercial and emergency services may 
not be able to fly in and out of the airport at Onerahi.
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Have your say
Submissions open 20 April 2022

Submissions close 25 May 2022 

To find out more and share your insights: 

Visit our website: www.wdc.govt.nz/HaveYourSay 

Email us: mailroom@wdc.govt.nz

Call us: 09 4304200

Speak to the team at one of our information events:

Monday 2 May: Ruakākā Recreation Centre – 4:30-6:30pm

Thursday 5 May: Ruatangata Hall – 4:30-6:30pm

Thursday 12 May: Forum North, Cafler Suite – 4:30-6:30pm
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THE JOURNEY  

SO.FAR
TE HAERENGA TĒNEI WA

The long-term future of the Whangārei Airport builds on years of intensive planning, 
policy and considerations from both central and local government. 

Why are we looking at this now? 
We need to plan now for the future of air transport access.

A new airport for Whangārei will be Aotearoa New Zealand’s first District airport in 50 years. 

Infrastructure of this importance requires long-term planning to make certain any 
commitments we make are tailored to our region and are flexible enough to cope with the 
emerging needs of the aviation sector for the next 50+ years. 

We are working closely with the Ministry of Transport, mana whenua and our stakeholders 
to coordinate our thinking, share information and make certain we deliver an outcome that 
supports the long-term growth of Whangārei and Northland. 
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Timeline 

2014
A study was commissioned as part of Council’s long-term planning to manage 
the District’s growth and secure future air transport access for the region. 

Council investigated several options, including reclaiming land to extend 
the runways at Onerahi or shifting the airport across the harbour to the 
Port Nikau area.

Neither of these locations met the long-term aviation needs of the District, 
largely because of hills jutting into flight paths or because the works would 
have been prohibitively expensive.

 A decision was made to investigate other sites for a potential airport. 

2015.TO.2017
Council formed the Mana whenua Advisory Group of representatives, 
appointed by Te Huinga. It also formed a Project Advisory Group including 
representatives from Ministry of Transport, Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency, Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE), Northland 
Regional Council, Air New Zealand, Northland Inc, Chamber of Commerce 
and others with a particular interest in the project.

Information gathered in previous investigations, including a study from 
1999, and ongoing engagement resulted in a long list of potential 
airport locations. 

A comprehensive analysis was undertaken to identify sites that might be flat 
enough, large enough and have open approach paths. A list of 28 new sites 
was identified, each of which was assessed according to multiple criteria. 

2018
The study of options was updated to respond to changes in government 
policy and ongoing engagement and analysis.

2020
Council purchased property in Ruatangata because it came onto the market 
after Council had reduced its shortlist to three preferred sites. 

2022
Council is continuing to engage with mana whenua, partners and 
stakeholders, and is undertaking a consultation in accordance with the 
special consultative procedure to seek public submissions on three sites, 
with a view to selecting one proposed site for further investigation. 
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Next steps

HEARINGS
THURSDAY 9 JUNE 2022

After the consultation period has closed, Council will hear anyone who wants 
to speak in support of their submission.

DELIBERATIONS
TUESDAY 21 JUNE 2022

Council will deliberate on the matters raised in the reports, submissions 
and hearings.

THURSDAY 30 JUNE

Council will select which site is to be investigated further or whether to 
continue using the Onerahi site. 

FORMAL.PLANNING 
AND.DESIGN
JULY 2022 – 2030s

If Council decides to select Options 1, 2, or 3, there will be early engagement 
with landowners and any other affected parties. 

Further work will be undertaken to understand both broad and specific 
effects of an airport at the proposed site. Further statutory public 
consultation will take place as part of a designation process for the land, and 
there will be an opportunity for the public to make submissions and be heard 
by decision makers.

Several years of work would be needed to design ownership models for 
the operation, government contributions for funding and/or ownership, 
and if a decision is made for the project go ahead, the airport’s design 
and construction. 
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ABOUT THE  

SITES
NGĀ KŌRERO MO NGĀ WAAHI
Three preferred locations 

Through the journey and the long list of 28 options, we’ve identified three preferred sites:

• OPTION 1: Ruatangata West (Site 6) 
• OPTION 2: Ruatangata (Site 9) 
• OPTION 3: One Tree Point (Site 24a) 

Things we’ve considered for each site include: 

• a site’s ability to meet CAA rules and operational requirements 
• if an airport and airport precinct can be safely operated from the site
• the location of sites of cultural, heritage and ecological significance
• the locations of nearby schools, community facilities, freight hubs and major infrastructure 
• the infrastructure or engineering that would be needed to make the site suitable 

for development
• how the airport would integrate with future development and growth
• access to and from the site and how it would connect with existing and future 

transport networks 
• alignment with government policy, including economic investment and transport

The maps on the following pages will help pinpoint considerations for each of the three 
preferred sites. 

In addition to this information, we would like you to help identify any new strengths or 
weaknesses for each of the sites and tell us what’s important to you when it comes to 
choosing a future airport location.

The project study areas in these maps have been identified through a series of desktop 
studies and investigations. Further technical assessments are needed before a final location, 
its details and land requirement can be confirmed. It is also to subject to funding for delivery 
over the next three decades.

Continue to operate from Onerahi
If we continue to operate the current airport we will work with the CAA to retain 
dispensations that currently allow it to operate, accepting that if these dispensations end the 
airport may have to cease some future commercial operations.
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The project study areas in these maps have been identified through a series of 
desktop studies and investigations. Further technical assessments are needed 
before a final location, its details and land requirement can be confirmed. It is 
also to subject to funding for delivery over the next three decades.

The orientation of the flightpath/run way for Ruatangata West is expected to be 
broadly south west to north east, allowing for some variation due to mountains 
and other factors.

Approximations of the full scale of the approach paths can be viewed on maps 
at the drop in meetings or on Council’s website.
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MAP.KEY
Current airport site

Significant topographical elevation

Wetlands/lowlands/swamps 

Significant bush reserves

Potential footprint of airport

WHAT.WE.KNOW.

The site is about a 21km drive 
from the city centre 

More than 64,000 people live 
within 30 minutes’ drive of 
this site 

The airport will be easy to travel 
to and from

There are no officially scheduled 
sites of cultural significance or 
heritage sites located within the 
location although we have been 
advised of the importance of the 
Wairua River to hapū

It has suitable geology, which 
means less intensive engineering 
will be needed to make the site 
suitable for development

The site is unlikely to have 
major impacts on existing 
infrastructure (things like 
existing major roads, power 
pylons, or three waters)

WHAT.WE.HAVE.
TO.CONSIDER..

The potential impacts on nearby 
residents at Ruatangata West 
village, including noise (from 
airport operations and flight 
paths), lighting and traffic

Any potential impacts to local 
roads, such as Hodge Road

The site borders the Hikurangi 
flood plain and Wairua 
River, which may limit future 
development or expansion of the 
airport and its precinct 

There are several streams and 
potential wetlands in the area, 
and freshwater mussels which 
would need to be managed in 
line with national policy

The area may be home to kiwi 
and may be home to native bats, 
lizards and other birds

The area has protected 
conservation areas, including 
the Wairua River and Hodge 
Road Dam, which will need to be 
carefully considered
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OPTION.2

RUATANGATA
SITE.9

MAP.KEY
Current airport site
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The project study areas in these maps have been identified through a series of desktop 
studies and investigations. Further technical assessments are needed before a final 
location, its details and land requirement can be confirmed. It is also to subject to 
funding for delivery over the next three decades.

The orientation of the flightpath/run way for Ruatangata is expected to be broadly south 
west to north east, allowing for some variation due to mountains and other factors.

Approximations of the full scale of the approach paths can be viewed on maps at the 
drop in meetings or on Council’s website.

WHAT.WE.KNOW.

The site is about a 17km drive 
from the city centre

More than 64,000 people live 
within 30 minutes’ drive of 
this site

The airport will be easy to travel 
to and from

There are no officially scheduled 
sites of cultural significance or 
heritage sites within the location

It has the most suitable geology, 
which means less intensive 
engineering will be needed 
to make the site suitable 
for development

The site is unlikely to have 
major impacts on existing 
infrastructure (things like 
existing major roads, power 
pylons, or three waters)

WHAT.WE.HAVE.
TO.CONSIDER..

The potential impacts on nearby 
residents, including noise from 
airport operations and flight 
paths, on the nearby Roydon 
Drive and Matarau lifestyle 
blocks, Matarau School and 
Comrie Park Kindergarten

Any potential impacts to local 
roads, including Kokopu Road 
and Attwood Road

Patuwairua stream may be 
home to several species such 
as kākahi, longfin eel, and 
freshwater crab

There are a number of potential 
wetlands and streams in the 
area, including the Patuwairua 
stream, which would need 
to be managed in line with 
national policy

The area may be home to native 
flora and fauna including bats, 
lizards and birds

The area has one protected 
conservation area, the 
Mangere River
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OPTION.3

ONE.TREE
POINT...
WESTSITE.24A

MAP.KEY
Current airport site

Significant topographical elevation

Wetlands/lowlands/swamps 

Significant bush reserves

Protected areas/Marine Reserves

Potential footprint of airport

WHAT.WE.KNOW.
The site is about a 33km drive 
from the city centre

More than 55,000 people live 
within 20 to 30 minutes’ drive of 
the site

The airport will be easy to travel 
to and from

Land nearby is already zoned 
‘light industrial’, which could 
enable future industrial 
development of the airport 

The area is well connected 
to North Port and freight rail 
infrastructure, which both have 
long-term planned upgrades

WHAT.WE.HAVE.
TO.CONSIDER..

The potential impacts, including 
noise from airport operations and 
flights paths, on the residents 
of One Tree Point, Ruakākā and 
Marsden Point

Poupouwhenua (Marsden/
Ruakākā) is an area of 
cultural significance

There are two scheduled 
culturally significant sites nearby 
to the proposed location

Takahiwai Marae, of 
Patuharekeke, is located to the 
west of the proposed airport site

Council’s growth strategy, the 
Whangārei District Growth 
Strategy, has identified 
this as a high growth area 
for future development, 
including residential

The area is susceptible  
to flooding

Any potential impacts to major 
roads, including One Tree Point 
Road and Pyle Road East

There are some watercourses in 
the area

There may be potential wetlands 
that would need to be managed 
in line with national policy

The surrounding area is home to 
a population of native flora and 
fauna including bats, birds and 
lizards who may visit the site

The geology of the site may 
require significant engineering 
to make the site suitable for 
development
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The project study areas in these maps have been identified through a series of 
desktop studies and investigations. Further technical assessments are needed 
before a final location, its details and land requirement can be confirmed. It is 
also to subject to funding for delivery over the next three decades.

The orientation of the flightpath/run way for One Tree Point West is expected 
to be broadly north west to south east, allowing for some variation due to 
mountains and other factors.

Approximations of the full scale of the approach paths can be viewed on maps at 
the drop in meetings or on Council’s website.
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WHAT.WE.KNOW.

It is the shortest runway that Air New 
Zealand currently uses 

It is currently allowed to operate 
because of allowance by CAA

A longer runway is likely needed for the 
future regional aircraft types

Possible future tightening of CAA Rules 

WHAT.WE.HAVE.
TO.CONSIDER..

The medium to long-term implications 
of taking no action would mean: 

• the potential inability to 
operate the airfield for regional 
commercial services 

• the economic and social impacts 
to the District, Region if Air New 
Zealand can’t operate their fleet from 
the facility 

• the current airport operates with 
several non-compliances with CAA 
Rules, including no minimum Runway-
end Safety Area (RESA) and runway 
strip deficiencies. Whilst the airlines 
and airport continue to operate with 
mitigations to manage these risks, the 
airport is vulnerable to this situation 
changing as a result of a serious 
incident or accident at Onerahi or 
elsewhere in New Zealand. 

OPTION.4

CONTINUE 
TO.OPERATE 
FROM.ONERAHI
MAP.KEY
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Significant bush reserves

Protected areas/Marine Reserves

Footprint of airport
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MAKING A 

SUBMISSION 
O WHAKAARO HOKI MAI KI 
A MĀTOU
HOW TO MAKE A SUBMISSION
Submissions are due on Wednesday 25 May 2022
You can:

• Give us your submission online at www.wdc.govt.nz/HaveYourSay

• Mail this form to: 
Whangarei District Council Airport Location Consultation 
Private Bag 9023, Te Mai, Whangārei 0143

• Scan and email this submission form to mailroom@wdc.govt.nz

Points to remember when making your submission: 

• Please print clearly. Make sure it can be easily photocopied, read and understood.

• All submissions are considered public under the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act, so they may be published and made available to 
elected members and the public.

• Your submission will not be returned to you once lodged with 
Council. Please keep a copy for your reference

• If you have ticked the box stating you would like to speak to 
your submission you will be informed of a time to appear 
on 9 June 2022.
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SUBMISSION  

FORM
PUKA URUPARE
WHANGĀREI AIRPORT LOCATION STUDY CONSULTATION
Submissions are due on Wednesday 25 May 2022
Now is your opportunity to help us identify a possible future location for the 
Whangārei Airport or tell us if you think the airport should continue to operate at Onerahi .

From a long list of options, Council has identified three locations which could replace the 
Whangārei Airport at Onerahi if it is no longer able to meet Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) 
rules and requirements at its current location in future. The three preferred locations are:

• Ruatangata West
• Ruatangata
• One Tree Point West 

The community knows these sites best. We want to hear about what you think about each of 
the sites and what’s important to you when it comes to choosing a future airport site or why 
you think the airport should remain at its current location.

Your details

Name

I am making this submission as:  An individual   On behalf of an organisation

Organisation name

Postal address

Best number to contact you on

Email

Do you wish to be heard in support of your submission at a 
hearing on 9 June 2022?

 Yes   No
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OPTION 1: Ruatangata West (Site 6)

What do you think are the benefits of this site?

What are your key concerns about this site? 

If we progressed investigations on this site, what else do we need to consider? 
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OPTION 2: Ruatangata (Site 9)

What do you think are the benefits of this site?

What are your key concerns about this site? 

If we progressed investigations on this site, what else do we need to consider? 
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OPTION 3: One Tree Point West (Site 24a)

What do you think are the benefits of this site?

What are your key concerns about this site? 

If we progressed investigations on this site, what else do we need to consider? 
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OPTION 4: Continue to operate from Onerahi

What do you think are the benefits of this site?

What are your key concerns about this site? 

What else do we need to consider at this site? 

What is your favoured airport location
Given the benefits and key concerns you highlighted above, do you have a favoured 
airport location? 
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OPTION 1: Ruatangata West (Site 6) 

OPTION 2: Ruatangata (Site 9)

OPTION 3: One Tree Point West (Site 24a)

OPTION 4: Continue to operate from Onerahi

Tell us why you feel this site best meets the needs of the location of the Whangārei Airport?


