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 1. Minutes: Environment Committee 
Wednesday 14 April 2010  

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Environment Committee of the Whangarei District Council held in the 
Council Chamber Forum North on Wednesday 14 April 2010 at 9.00 am  
 
Present:  

S J Deeming (Chairperson) 
 
His Worship the Mayor (9.10 am), Crs V P D Cocurullo, A D Goodhew, S L Mai, G M Martin 
(9.01 am), B L McLachlan, S L Morgan, M R Williams and K J Sutherland 
 
 
Apology: 
His Worship the Mayor (late arrival) 
 
Moved:  Cr Goodhew 
Seconded:  Cr Mai 
 
“That the apology be sustained.” 

CARRIED 
Also Present:  

Crs C B Christie (9.04 am), S M Glen and P R Halse (9.01 am) 
 
In Attendance:  

Chief Executive Officer (M P Simpson), Group Manager Environment (P Dell),. Resource Consents 
Manager (A Hartstone), Policy and Monitoring Manager (P Waanders), Regulatory Services 
Manager (G Couchman), Team Leader District Plan (N Williamson), Senior Specialist Urban 
Design (N Landingin), Senior Policy Planners (N Webb and M McGrath), Team Leader Building 
Residential (P van der Sluis), Councillor Support (J Benyon) and Senior Meeting Co-ordinator 
(C Brindle) 
 
 
1. Confirmation of Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment 

Committee held on 10 March 2010 
 

Moved: Cr Sutherland 
Seconded:  Cr Morgan 

 
“That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee held on 10 March 2010, 
including the confidential section, having been circulated, be taken as read and now 
confirmed and adopted as a true and correct record of proceedings of that meeting.” 
 

CARRIED 
 
Crs Martin and Williams joined the meeting at 9.01 am during discussions on Item 1. 
 

2. Environment Group Monthly Report – March 2010  
 

Moved: Cr Cocurullo 
Seconded:  Cr Goodhew 

 
“1. That this report be received. 
 
 2. That Cr Williams be appointed as Commissioner for the hearing of submissions on 

Plan Change 92, Urban Form and Development, on 17 and 18 May 2010, and Plan 
Change 69 Waipu Structure Plan Zoning, on 31 May and 1 June 2010.” 
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CARRIED 
Cr Christie joined the meeting at 9.04 am during discussions on Item 2. 
His Worship the Mayor joined the meeting at 9.10 am during discussions on Item 2. 
 
 

3. Final Consideration of Plan Changes 77, 79 and 98 
 

Moved: Cr Williams 
Seconded:  Cr Mclachlan 
 
“1. That this report be received. 

 2. That Council approves Plan Changes 77, 79 and 98 under clause 17 of the First Schedule 
of the Resource Management Act 1991.” 

CARRIED 
 
4. Approval of Plan Change 97 – Factory Farming Consequential 

Changes 
 

Moved: Cr Williams 
Seconded: Cr Goodhew 
 
“1. That this report and attachments be received. 
 
 2. That no hearings be conducted for Plan Change 97 in terms of provisions of 

Clause 8C of the First Schedule to the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
 3. That Council approves Plan Change 97 in terms of Clause 10 of the First Schedule 

of the Resource Management Act 1991. 
 
 4. That the necessary notification of Council’s decision in terms of Clause 11 of the 

First Schedule to the Resource Management Act 1991 be published.” 
CARRIED 

Cr Martin requested his vote against be recorded. 
 
 

5. Plan Change 39 – Urban Transition Environment  
 
Moved: Cr Cocurullo 
Seconded:  Cr Williams 
 
“1. That this report and attachments be received. 

 2. That Whangarei District Council resolves to publicly notify Proposed Plan Change 93 - 
Urban Transition Environment pursuant to Clause 5 of the 1st Schedule to the Resource 
Management Act 1991. 

 3. That pursuant to Section 86B of the Resource Management Act 1991, Whangarei District 
Council resolves that all the Rules in Plan Change 93 (as listed below) shall have legal 
effect only once the Proposed Plan becomes operative in accordance with Clause 20 of 
Schedule 1 to the Act: 

 UTE.1.2 Eligibility (Management Plans) 
 UTE.2.1 Discretionary Activities (Land Use) 
 UTE.2.2 Eligibility (Land Use) 
 UTE.2.3 Notification (Land Use) 
 UTE.3.1 Eligibility (Subdivision) 
 UTE.3.2 Notification (Subdivision) 
 Planning Maps (Urban Transition Environments).” 

CARRIED 
 

6. Approval of Plan Change 106 – Introduction Section 
‘Sophisticated Yet Simple’ 
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Moved:  Cr Deeming 
Seconded:  Cr Williams 
 
“1. That this report and attachments be received. 

 2. That no hearing be conducted for Plan Change 106 in terms of the provisions of Clause 8C 
of the First Schedule to the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 3. That Council approves Plan Change 106 in terms of Clause 10 of the First Schedule of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

 4. That the necessary notification of Council’s decision in terms of Clause 11 of the First 
Schedule to the Resource management Act 1991 be published.” 

 CARRIED 
 
 

7. Approval of Plan Change 108 – Open Space Zone Correction, 
Lot 2 DP 143487 
 
Moved:  Cr Mai 
Seconded:  Cr Morgan 
 
“1. That this report and attachments be received. 

 2. That no hearings be conducted for Plan Change 108 in terms of the provisions of Clause 
8C of the First Schedule to the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 3. That Council approves Plan Change 108 in terms of Clause 10 of the First Schedule of the 
Resource Management Act 1991. 

 4. That the necessary notification of Council’s decision in terms of Clause 11 of the First 
Schedule to the Resource management Act 1991 be published.” 

CARRIED 
 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 9.25 am 
 
 
 
 

 Confirmed this 12th day of May 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 S J Deeming (Chairperson) 
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 2. 
 

Environment Group Monthly Report – April 
2010 

 
Reporting Officer: Paul Dell (Group Manager Environment) 

Date: 29 April 2010  

Resource Consents 

The month of April has been steady in terms of the number of applications being received. 
Feedback from various sources suggests that the number and complexity of applications being 
received is likely to remain at a fairly constant level for at least the next few months. 
 
The number of consents issued within 20 working days has dropped slightly in comparison to 
March, however, a number of applications exceeding that timeframe have been subject to 
Section 37 (extensions of statutory time), particularly where staff are circulating draft consent 
conditions to applicants for consideration, which is seen as good practice.  
 
The loss of a staff member has resulted in some delay in issuing of Section 224 certificates, 
however, this is being addressed through re-allocation of existing staff to provide support in that 
area. 
 
There were no decisions issued by Hearings Commissioners as a result of any hearing of an 
application, so there is no corresponding graph showing compliance with timeframes for notified 
applications. 
 
The Government has now released the Resource Management Discount Regulations Cabinet 
paper which outlines the intended policy for the discounting of resource consent processing 
charges where resource consents are not processed within the required timeframes. The adopted 
approach is to discount the processing charge of any consent by 1% per day up to a maximum of 
50 days for every day a consent exceeds the required timeframe.  There are a number of 
qualifications specified in terms of when the discount should be applied.  Staff are continuing to 
review internal processes to ensure that any implications of the discount policy are minimised 
when it is introduced. 
 
Policy and Monitoring 

The last background reports for the Sustainable Futures 30/50 project are being completed 
and progress has been made in compiling the strategy for development over the next fifty 
years.  Financial evaluation of the alternative is under way to determine what the cost of 
development will be. 

Various key plan changes have been notified for submission, representing the new direction 
of the District Plan as part of the rolling review.  The Urban Transition Environment and the 
Management Plan Technique are probably the most significant as they introduce a new 
Environment and process into the District Plan. 

The next important review is that of the coast with the formulation of objectives, policies 
and performance criteria following the area described as the Coastal Countryside 
Environment.  Together with the Coast, the Department is formulating the various 
components that make up the Rural Area with its distinct differences from those of the 
Urban and Coastal Areas.   

Three hearings are scheduled for the second part of the month (Port Nikau Plan Change, 
Urban Form and Development and the Waipu Structure Plan) to finalise and incorporate 
these plan changes into the District Plan. 

Council also made a submission on the National Environmental Standards for Contaminated 
Sites.   
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Building Compliance 

Another solid month showing good volumes and values.  However, this was assisted with a 
higher than normal rate of fireplaces (39 consents) and the issuing of the last work package for 
the Northland Events Stadium ($11 million).  These two items aside April 2010 resulted in a 
typical month as per the turnover and volumes received recently.  24 Houses were issued valuing 
of $5.9 million with another $1 million for residential alterations.  There was $13.6 million for new 
commercial ($11 million for the stadium), a figure that distorted the normal ratio (80:20) of 
residential building to commercial building out to: 35:65 or 35% residential and 65 % commercial 
development. 
 
Inspections continue to grow steadily with the last week in April achieving 216 inspections.  The 
holiday period (down time) meant that this peak did not translate through to the end result for 
April 2010 and inspections were short by 10% against target at 750.  Those choosing not to have 
a PIM continue at lower than expected level, around 44%, the remaining choosing to go with 
PIMs.  This demonstrates that many customers still see value in procuring a PIM with its essential 
design and construction information needed for projects. 
 
LIMs remain quite active with 98 issued during the month representing good output.  A push to 
wrap up older projects with the tail end of busy times still in the system meant that there were 
179 Code Compliance Certificates issued.  People selling and buying housing also contributed to 
this as they were compelled to apply for Code Compliance Certificates some time after 
construction finished. 
 
All performance indicators report a good effort for the month with 96% of Building Consents 
issued within 15 days and 100% issued within 20 days.  The department average being 8.25 
days to receive then issue a building consent. 

 

Regulatory Services 

During April the Regulatory Services Department attended to inspection, monitoring and 
enforcement work across a wide range of business areas including  work associated with the 
review of the Liquor Licensing Policy.  Submissions closed on the 9 April and a total of 104 
submissions were received from a wide cross section of the community.  Staff are currently 
reviewing the submissions and are in the process of preparing a comprehensive report to be 
presented to council when submissions are heard in June. 
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Resource Consents 

The Resource Consents Manager (A Hartstone) reports for April 2010: 

Volume of Resource Consents and Other Permissions Received  

 

 
 
 

 
 

(N.B Other permissions includes s114, s125, s221, s243, s348, s357, Certificates of Compliance, 
Liquor Certificates) 
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Volume of Resource Consents and Other Permissions Processed 
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Volume of Resource Consents and Other Permissions Lodged with Council 
 

 
 
 
 

Timeliness of Resource Consents and Other Permissions Processed 
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Performance Indicators: 
 

    This Month Years Avg to Date 
Resource Consents Processed in 20 w/days 76% 79%
        
Other Permissions Processed in 20 w/days 100% 92%
        
223 Issued Within 10 w/days 80% 86%
        
224 Issued Within 10 w/days 43% 79%
        

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Timeliness of Post-Approval Subdivision Certificates Processed 
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Number of Active and Suspended Files within the Tech 1 System 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Rejected Applications: 
 
 
 
 

Date Received Type Agent Reason 

30 March 2010 SubDiv No Requires detailed & accurate 
survey plan, and engineering 
report. 

6 April 2010 Land Use Yes Requires copy of accurate 
site plan, assessment of 
proposal, and clarification of 
written approvals. 
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Appeals and Other Matters 
 
One new appeal was received during April relating to a package of applications for Golf Harbour 
Views Limited at Maunu.  A Commissioner declined the majority of the applications sought 
relating to the creation of additional lots and the exclusion of cats, dogs and mustelids for kiwi 
protection, and these decisions have now been appealed.  It is expected that mediation will occur 
in due course, however, the issues are such that it may require a Court hearing. 

 

 

Applicant Appellant Activity Council 
Decision 
 

Progress 

OB HOLDINGS Applicant 44 lot subdivision DECLINED Court hearing to 
reconvene in the 
week commencing 
31st May 2010 
 

BREAM BAY 
QUARRIES LIMITED 

Submitters Establish a quarry APPROVED Consent order to be 
finalised by Court 
 

KIWIRAIL WDC and 
Others 

Decision on Rail 
Designation 

APPROVED Council currently 
mediating with 
Kiwirail 
 

KIWIRAIL  Submitters Land use consent 
(S89(2)) to 
construct rail line 
over reclaimed land  
 

APPROVED Court has directed 
mediation between 
parties 

GOLF HARBOUR 
VIEWS LIMITED 

Applicant Cancellation of 
amalgamation 
conditions and 
consent notice 

DECLINED IN 
PART 

Court has directed 
mediation between 
parties 
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Policy and Monitoring 
The Policy and Monitoring Manager (P Waanders) reports for April 2010: 

District Plan 

The District Plan rolling review is well under way with the recently notified plan changes 
fitting into the new District Plan format.  The Policy Team have received positive feedback 
on its ‘simplified’ approach to Section 32 reporting through more user friendly summary 
guides. 

a) The Operative District Plan 

The Operative District Plan is on the website and is amended as and when required.  
The rolling review work program, together with all current plan changes are also 
hyperlinked to the website which will alert users to any pending plan changes. 

b) Rural Strategy 

The proposed methodology of the Rural Strategy was introduced during Council 
Workshop held on 3 May.  The four roles of the Rural Area (production, living, 
servicing and transition) were discussed with a closer look at the lifestyle component 
of the ‘living’ role of Rural Strategy. Outcomes of the scoping and capacity mapping 
for proposed Rural Living Environment were briefly outlined.  Future work streams of 
the Rural Strategy were to continue issue analysis, background research and key 
stakeholder consultation on the four roles of the Rural Area. 

c) Plan Changes 

The following chart illustrates progress on the more significant plan changes 
presently being undertaken. 

 

Operative
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(i) Longview Estuary Estate – Rezoning of Coastal Countryside to Living 1 and 3 in 
Ngunguru.  Council decision was to decline the application.  An appeal against 
the decision was lodged with the Environment Court.  Consultants have been 
appointed to prepare evidence and to assist in negotiations/mediation prior to 
full hearing.  

(ii) Port Nikau – mixed use development at the old City Port.  The hearing on the 
Plan Change took place over four days from 17-19 November and 21 December 
2009 and evidence heard.  The Commissioners provided a verbal indication of 
their inclination to approve the plan change, and directed that the applicant 
carry out further negotiation with submitters to determine whether an 
agreement on conditions and process can be reached.  The hearing will be re-
convened on 19 and 20 May to clarify outstanding matters, to negotiate 
outcomes and to make a final recommendation to Council. 

(iii) Plan change 104, (Business 2 and Open Space Zoning at Springs Flat).  
Summary of Submissions was notified on 16 February and further submission 
period closed 2 March 2010.  The staff report is presently under preparation, 
and dates and availability of Commissioners are being explored for a hearing in 
June 2010. 

(iv) Plan Change 105 (Living Intensification).  Prepared conceptual site plan for the 
Mander Park precinct. Further studies including 3D modelling will be done.  

(v) Plan Change 106, Rolling Review, Introduction Section.  The approved Plan 
Change was notified, with appeal period closing Tuesday 1 June 2010. 

(vi) Plan Change 108, Recreation Reserve Correction.  The approved Plan Change 
was notified, with appeal period closing Tuesday 1 June 2010. 

(vii) Plan Change 113 (Ruakaka Racecourse).  Consultants have been asked to  
submit proposals to do master planning and plan change (inclusive of optional 
public consultation.  Staff are scheduled to meet with Whangarei Racing Club 
to finalise requirements.   

d) Urban Form and Development 

Plan change 92 for the inclusion of the Urban Form and Development Chapter into 
the District Plan was notified.  A summary of all submissions and further submissions 
has been published on the website. The planner’s report with recommendations to 
the Commissioners has been completed and distributed to submitters. The hearing is 
being held on 17 and 18 May 2010. 

Plan Formulation 

a) Implementing the Urban Growth Strategy 

 Residential intensification project is being investigated further. Staff are developing 
objectives and policies as directed by the Focus Group meeting in December 2009. 
The urban designer is working on concept preliminary designs for specific areas for 
intensification. These concept designs will be presented to Focus Group and later 
used for consultation as visual aids to the desired outcomes.  

b) Coastal Management Strategy 

Coastal Structure Plans  

A Focus Group meeting was held on 19 April.  This discussed the proposed Coastal 
Countryside Environment boundary changes and the proposed Coastal Policy Areas.  
Following on from the Focus Group, further consultation continued with affected 
landowners.  An update on the consultation was given at the Council Workshop held 
3 May.  The workshop focused on specific details and background information on 
proposed boundary changes in certain areas.   
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c)  Papakainga Housing  

Plan Change 94 – Papakainga Housing was adopted on 24 March 2010 and publicly 
notified on 30 March 2010. The submission period will close on 24 May 2010. 
Meetings have been held with the Northland Councils (14 April 2010) and the 
Papakainga Housing Steering Group (5 May 2010). The meeting discussions were 
over phase two of the project, in particular standards for papakainga housing and 
delegation possibilities. Work has commenced on the criteria development for 
selecting suitable case studies for papakainga housing. The case studies will be 
chosen by Whangarei District Council to assist in the development of guidelines and 
standards. Staff are working with Te Puni Kokiri and Housing New Zealand 
Corporation to develop eligibility criteria that also fits in with their capacity building 
and development funds for Maori.  

d) Urban Design 

Formulation of the design guides has commenced with the Urban Design Strategy 
that will outline the urban design issues, vision, design qualities, principles, 
objectives, and the means to achieve high quality urban design in Whangarei. 

Staff are also involved in organising a Place-making workshop by David Engwicht 
(Urban Designer of Creative Communities International, Australia) scheduled to be 
held on September 23 at the Library’s May Bain Room. 

 

Strategic Planning/State of the Environment Monitoring 

e) Environmental Monitoring  

Monitoring of conservation covenants is continuing.  

f) Environmental Education 

A number of enquiries from students and members of the public have been 
responded to. 

g) State of Environment Reporting 

Work on the State of the Environment Report on Biodiversity continues. This report 
will be completed by the middle of May. 

h) Strategic Planning/Sustainable Futures 30/50  

A number of background reports have been completed and are to be received by the 
Whangarei District Sub-Regional Growth Strategy Sub-committee on 5 May. These 
are: Biodiversity Report; Health, Education and Safety; Energy Resources; Minerals 
and Aggregates; and Air Quality. These will be added to the Sustainable Futures 
30/50 website once received. 

The last of the background reports are being finalised, including reports on: Arts, 
Culture and Civic Amenities; Whangarei Airport; Northport; Water Resources; 
Telecommunications; and Development Strategies. 

Work has commenced on writing the draft strategy document and inputting data 
from the background reports. 

The second round of public consultation was completed on the 31st of March 2010 
with 19 meetings and hui held across the district. Attendance was variable, ranging 
from ‘no-shows” at two urban hui through to 27 people at Ngunguru. Approximately 
160 people attended the meetings, with 84 feedback forms received following these 
workshops. Of note was that locations singled out for higher levels of growth (e.g. 
Hikurangi, Parua Bay, and Waipu) had amongst the highest participants. In general 
terms, there was broad agreement that a continuation of recent development 
patterns in Whangarei District was not desirable, and that, broadly speaking, Future 
3 was the preferred option for most attendees. 
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Most feedback received in the Consultation Satisfaction Survey from attendees has 
been very positive, especially in terms of the more interactive format, the amount of 
information given, and the use of physical maps for illustration. A report is being 
written that analyses the overall satisfaction in regards to the consultation. 

 
Building Compliance 
The Building Compliance Manager (B Rogers) reports for April 2010:  

Building Inspection Numbers  
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Lodge Issued and Suspended 
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This Month Year's Average To Date

Building Consents Processed In 15 Days 96% 90%

Building Consents Processed In 20 Days 100% 98%

LIMs  (Required 100% in 10 Days) Percentage Within 5 Days 100% 100%

PIMs Percentage Within 5 Days 98% 98%

Inspections (Completed within 48 Hrs) Percentage Complete Within 48 Hrs 100% 100%

Average Building Consents Processed Time Note: ebenchmark average (12.40days) 8.25 10.58

Performance Indicators
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Building Consents Issued – Commercial and Residential Percentages 
25 March to 23 April 2010 
 

Residential,  $7,940,027.00 , 
35.01%

Commercial,  $14,740,200.00 , 
64.99%

Residential C ommercial
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Regulatory Services 

The Regulatory Services Manager (G Couchman) reports for April 2010: 

Environmental Health 

Compliance Issues for April 2010  

The following is a summary of inspections/samples/notifications addressed for the month of 
April 2010: 

ITEM NO. YEAR TO 
DATE 

No. of approvals for food control plans under VIP (exemption from 
Food Hygiene Regulations) 5 43 

No. of inspections carried out on Food premises  96 822 

No. of inspections carried out on other registered premises e.g. 
hairdressers, mobile shops, camping grounds 7 111 

No. of water samples taken either at non-reticulated food premises 
or bathing water monitoring 8 114 

Health Act nuisances investigated e.g. odour, drainage, rodents 8 78 

No. of infectious diseases notified 14 161 

AEE – Audit  including monitoring of industrial noise 
sources/vibration  9 50 

 

Premises Inspection Grading 

Each month inspections of food premises are undertaken prior to their annual registration. 

This annual registration inspection includes an assessment of the premises in terms of 
Council’s, Food Premises Risk Evaluation System which assesses four areas of performance: 

1. Premises Layout 

2. Food Hygiene Conduct and Practices 

3. Cleaning and Sanitising 

4. Food Handler Training. 

A grade is allocated to the occupier of each premise from this assessment. 

18



 

Environment Committee  12 May 2010 

 

 Food Premises Gradings for the Month of April 2010 
Grading  

Grade A+ Bob – 29 Bank Street, Whangarei 

Grade A Volcanic Country – Hawkin Road, Whangarei  

The Coffee Guy – Mobile, Whangarei  

Mokaba – Quay Street, Whangarei  

Robert Harris Espresso – Public Library Building, Rust Avenue, Whangarei 

Bin Inn Kamo – 286 Kamo Road, Whangarei  

Riverside Bakery – 121 Riverside Drive, Whangarei  

Fresh Licensed Café – 12 James Street, Whangarei  

Skycity Cinemas – James Street, Whangarei  

Judge-House of Ale – 59 Walton Street, Whangarei  

Ballistic Blondes Limited – Mobile Coffee Cart, Whangarei  

Pataua Olive Grove – Mahanga Road, Pataua South, Whangarei  

Kai Limited – 291 Ody Road, Taurikura, Whangarei  

Early Birds Lunchbar – Lower Dent Street, Whangarei  

Port Marsden Bakery – Port Marsden Highway, Ruakaka 

The Sharing Shed – Port Marsden Highway, Ruakaka 

Tutukaka Store – 270 Matapouri Road, Tutukaka, Whangarei  

Whananaki Beach Store – Whananaki North Road, Whananaki, Whangarei 

Nix Café – 1 Wanaka Street, Tikipunga, Whangarei  

Essence –  Bank Street, Whangarei  

Penny Farthing Lunch Bar – 81 Bank Street, Whangarei  

Jack Street Fish Supply – 8 Jack Street, Otangarei, Whangarei  

Waipu Café/Deli – 29 The Centre, Waipu  

Annies Lunch Bar – 14 Hewlett Street, Whangarei 

Grade B+ Tu Meke Hangi Hole – 22 Wharua Road, Hikurangi 

Tony’s Takeaway – 78C Station Road, Kamo, Whangarei  

Kamo Dairy – 396 Kamo Road, Kamo, Whangarei  

Happy Dragon Takeaway – 404 Kamo Road, Kamo, Whangarei  

Spring Tides Café/Restaurant/Bar – 114A Onerahi Road, Onerahi, 
Whangarei  

Noodle Canteen – 53 Vine Street, Whangarei  

The Fat Camel – Shop 12, Quality Street, Whangarei 

Grade B Kamo Mobil Mart – Kamo Road, Kamo, Whangarei  

Onerahi Hot Bread Shop – 122 Onerahi Road, Onerahi, Whangarei  

Head Office – 1 Water Street, Whangarei  

Beanfu – 16 Parkland Crescent, Whau Valley, Whangarei  

Ka Lung Cheng – 69 Port Road, Whangarei 
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Whangarei Repertory Society – 13 Aubrey Street, Whangarei  

Sun City Takeaways – 59 King Street, Hikurangi  

Grade C  

 

 

 

 

 

Liquor Licensing - Monthly Statistics for March 2010 

Item Number Year to date

No. Liquor Licensing applications received 63 631 

No. of premises inspections (routine) 17 201 

No. of premises inspections (monitoring operations with Police) 22 55 

 
 
Regulatory Compliance  

Compliance Investigation, Enforcement and Consent Monitoring  

The number of complaints referred to the department for investigation for the month of 
April 2010 stands at 17, of which 8 (47%) were pertaining to Building Act 2004 provisions, 
with 9 (53%) pertaining to provisions of the Resource Management Act 1991 and/or 
District Plan, and none pertaining to the Fencing of Swimming Pools Act 1987.  

As at 27 April, 6 of these complaints (42%) had been successfully resolved with 11 still 
under investigation, while the total number of complaints under investigation by the 
department, including those carried forward from previous months, now stands at 35.  

The resource consent conditions monitoring programme is on schedule, with 13 consents 
monitored over the month. Scheduled inspections pursuant to the Fencing of Swimming 
Pools Act are on track for the month with no significant issues of non compliance.  
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There were no abatement/ infringement notices (pursuant to RMA provisions) nor any 
Notices to Fix (pursuant to Building Act provisions) issued for the month.  

Compliance staff were required to issue a ‘Dangerous Building’ notice in March (pursuant to 
Building Act provisions) in respect of a property in Onerahi, on which an unlawful 5m high 
tyre retaining wall had been erected, however negotiations with the owner will see this wall 
removed early in May without having to resort to district court proceedings.  

There were no applications to the Courts or prosecutions undertaken in April, however an 
application to the District Court is to be made in early May, pursuant to Building Act 
provisions, seeking a Court Order enabling Council to undertake the installation of a riser 
main sewer connection in Limeburners Street, in order to remedy a long standing issue of 
insanitary conditions due to a failed on site effluent disposal system, which the owner of 
the property has consistently refused to remedy voluntarily.  This Court Order will also 
enable Council to recover the costs of the necessary remedial work from the owner of the 
property.      
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Environmental Northland 
Animal, Noise and Bylaws Infringements with 12 Month Average Comparison – 
April 2010 

 

Parking by Type and Bylaw Infringements with 12 Month Average Comparison – 
April 2010 

 

Recommendation 

That this report be received. 
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 3. Final Consideration of Plan Change 96 
Accessible Parking 

 
Reporting Officer: Nicola Webb (Policy Planner, District Plan) 

Date: 12 May 2010  
 
Vision, Mission and Values 
Plan Change 96 forms part of Omnibus 2. The Plan Changes identified in Omnibus 2 are required to maintain the 
integrity of the District Plan, which is one of the statutory mechanisms Council uses to create the ultimate living 
environment.  The proposed amendments that will result from these Plan Changes will enable greater clarity in 
the communication of outcomes sought by the District Plan. 
 
Local Government Act 2002 – The Four Well-Beings 

Cultural: The District Plan is one of the statutory instruments required to achieve sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources, in a way, or at a rate, which enables 
people and communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural wellbeing.  The 
proposed plan change is necessary to preserve the integrity of the District Plan so that 
these outcomes can be achieved. 

Economic: The proposed plan change will reduce the potential for confusion and expenditure of 
unnecessary cost by persons who rely on the accuracy and integrity of the District Plan 
when making decisions on the economic viability of projects. 

Environmental: The proposed plan change will avoid potential adverse environmental effects in situations 
where the present errors and anomalies are inconsistent with the environmental outcomes 
sought by the District Plan. 

Social: The District Plan is one of the statutory instruments required to achieve sustainable 
management of natural and physical resources, in a way, or at a rate, which enables 
people and communities to provide for their social, economic, and cultural wellbeing.  The 
proposed plan change is necessary to preserve the integrity of the District Plan so that 
these outcomes can be achieved. 

 

Introduction 
Plan Change 96: Accessible Parking, sought to rectify the anomalies between the current rules in the 
District Plan relating to accessible parking (for the disabled), as compared to the requirements of the 
Building Act. This plan change forms part of Omnibus 2 of pre-approved District Plan integrity work 
flow, which is considered to be relatively non-complex and less likely to be contentious. They are 
generally consistent with what the Plan intended (or requires in similar circumstances) or how the 
rules have been applied in practice.  The plan change has completed its statutory process and can 
now be made operative.  The process for approving a plan change as operative is outlined in the First 
Schedule of the Act.  Clause 17(2) of the First Schedule enables Council to approve plan changes as 
operative once all submissions or appeals relating to the plan change have been disposed of, and 
Clause 20 identifies the process for public notification of the operative date.  

Background 
On 9 September 2009 the Environment Committee adopted proposed Plan Change 96 relating to 
Accessible Parking, and resolved that it proceed to notification.  The proposed plan change was 
notified on 20 October 2009 with the submission period closing on 18 November 2009.  Two 
submissions were received: 

1. Kamo Community Incorporated supports the proposed plan change and does not wish to be 
heard.  
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2. CCS Disability Action Group supports the proposed plan change, suggested an amendment to 
the proposed policy and wished to be heard.  Subsequent meetings and discussions regarding 
the proposed policy suggested by representatives of CCS Disability Group including Valerie 
Wong, Community Development Officer resulted in amendment to the proposed policy for Plan 
Change 96 notified by Council and the withdrawal of their wish to be heard.  

It was agreed that the policy for accessible parking would read:  

To require accessible parking to be provided for every activity in accordance with NZS 4121:2001 to 
increase access to the community for parking permit holders. 

Further submissions were publicly notified on 9 December 2009 with the submission period closing on 
26 January 2010.  No further submissions were received.  

Schedule 1, Clause 7 of the Resource Management Act (RMA) requires Council to notify for further 
submission a summary of all decisions requested by persons making submissions on a proposed plan 
change.  As no submissions opposed the proposed plan change and no submitters wished to be 
heard, Council was not required to hold a hearing according to Schedule 1 Clause 8C of the RMA. 

On 10 March 2010, Council approved Plan Change 96 in terms of Clause 10 of the First Schedule of 
the Resource Management Act 1991, accepting (in full and in part) two submissions.  Council’s 
decision was notified on 16 March 2010 with the appeal period closing on 29 April 2010.  The 
Environment Court has confirmed that no appeals were received against Council’s decision. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That this report be received. 

2. That Plan Change 96: Accessible Parking be approved in accordance with Clause 17 of the First 
Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991.  

3. That this approval be effected by the affixing of the Council Seal to the Plan Change 96.  

4. That Plan Change 96: Accessible Parking be publicly notified in accordance with Clause 20(1) of 
the First Schedule of the Resource Management Act 1991.  
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