How You Can Help Kiwi
If you live, or visit places, where there are kiwi, you can
help protect kiwi in the following ways:
•

Never let your dog roam during the day or at night.
Keep them tied up or kenneled on your property.

•

When out walking, keep your dog on a lead at
all times. If you want to let them off the lead go
to places where there are no kiwi. Information
is available on the Whangarei District Council
website, Dog Exercise Areas.

•

If hunting where kiwi live, put tracking collars on
your dogs and take all dogs home at the end of the
hunt. If you lose your dog, or see a roaming dog,
report it immediately to E.N.L. or the Department of
Conservation.

•

If you have working or hunting dogs that are
required to work in or around ‘kiwi’ habitat consider
having your dogs trained to avoid kiwi should they
come across any.

•

Report wandering dogs, especially in or near where
kiwi live. Report the dog as quickly as possible and
provide a good description of it or take a photo.

Contacts to Report Stray or Wandering Dogs:
E.N.L. 09 438 7513 (24/7)

Further Information
Department of Conservation
www.doc.govt.nz
Kiwis for Kiwi
www.kiwisforkiwi.org
NZ LandCare Trust
www.landcare.org.nz/KiwiCoast
Northland Regional Council
www.nrc.govt.nz

E.N.L.
Kioreroa Road, Whangarei
Phone: 09 438 7513
Email: enl@enl.net.nz
E.N.L.

Department of Conservation:
0800 DOCHOTline / (0800 362 468)
Dogs should also be:
Registered with the Whangarei District Council.

•

Neutered if you don’t intend to breed from them.

•

Unwanted dogs should go to new homes where
they will be well cared for and controlled, or taken
to animal management facilities.

Cats
Wild and domestic cats also kill young kiwi and other
wildlife. If you live in or near a kiwi area, ideally keep
your cat inside, or contained all the time. At the very
least, keep it inside at night. As with dogs, cats should
be neutered if you don’t intend to breed from them.
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Whangarei District Council
Private Bag 9023, Whangarei 0148
Forum North, Rust Avenue, Whangarei
Phone: 09 430 4200
Facsimile: 09 438 7632
Toll Free: 0800 WDC INFO (0800 932 463)
Email: mailroom@wdc.govt.nz
Website: www.wdc.govt.nz
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Kiwi in Whangarei District
Northland brown kiwi populations have declined greatly due
mainly to predation pressure from dogs and mustelids, and
increasing land development pressures through the region.
However managed populations of the Northland brown kiwi
in the Whangarei District are presently not only stable, but
actually increasing. This is due to the efforts of community
led conservation projects, working in partnership with
government departments, other organisations and private
land owners to release kiwi into the wild, carry out predator
control and advocate for responsible pet control.
Northland brown kiwi live in some surprising places! They
prefer damp gullies in native forest and dense shrubland.
They are also found in plantation forest, rough pastures,
around wetlands, and in shrubland with lots of gorse or
blackberry.
The birds generally have multiple daytime shelters
comprising burrows, fallen nikau fronds, hollow logs, tight
vegetation and slash from land-clearing or forest harvest.
They will also roost on the edge of roads or bush and can be
found running along or across roads at night, and through
properties and sections.

Kiwi and Dogs

Rua - Kiwi Dog

Dogs are the number
one killers of adult kiwi in
Northland.
In other parts of New
Zealand kiwi can live to be
45-60 years of age, but in
Northland the average age
is just 14 years, largely
because of dogs. Dogs are
able to kill kiwi in all life
stages, but are the biggest
killers of adult kiwis.
Luckily, this issue can be
solved, as people are the
key. What you do, whether
you own a dog or not, will make a difference.
Many residents are unaware of where kiwi live, the scale of
the dog threat, the ease with which dogs can kill and the fact
that any dog can kill a kiwi.
Dogs of all sizes, breeds and training find the strong
distinctive scent of kiwi irresistible and easy to track, such

that they can catch and kill kiwi in seconds. Kiwi lack a
sternum and have underdeveloped wings and chest muscles,
susceptible to crushing injuries caused by dog bites or even a
playful nudge. Kiwi are particularly vulnerable near clusters of
human settlement, including subdivisions if there are no dog
restrictions, and in more isolated areas where pigs are hunted
and dogs are sometimes lost. Dog kills of kiwi can occur during
the day as well as at night.
Pet free subdivisions are becoming more common in the
Whangarei District. Dog and cat free subdivisions are created
primarily to help protect kiwi and other native animals. If you
think pet free conditions in such areas are not being complied
with, identify the likely property and contact the Whangarei
District Council (09 430 4200 or 0800 WDC INFO) or the
Council’s dog control contractors, E.N.L. (09 438 7513 (24/7)).

Kiwi Coast Project
Due to the success of managing populations of kiwi in the
Bream Head to the Bay of Islands area, juvenile kiwi are
on the move out of intensively trapped areas into unsafe
territory. Distressingly, kiwi are now being found dead
outside of these protected areas.
Taking community-led conservation to the next level, a
number of predator control initiatives in partnership with
various agencies along the eastern coastline of Northland
are linking together to create a kiwi corridor known as the
Kiwi Coast. The corridor will allow kiwi and other native
wildlife to move safely between strongholds and explore
new territories.
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